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Around 4,891 Baruch College 
graduates celebrated their com-
mencement ceremony at Th e 
Barclays Center on June 5. Th ou-
sands of caps were decorated and 
the Baruch spirit was present and 
alive throughout the entire arena. 
As graduates entered the arena, 
they were organized and seated 
according to their correspond-
ing school. Th e representatives 
holding the schools’ banners—
members of the Marxe School of 
Public and International Aff airs, 
Weissman School of Arts and Sci-
ences and the Zicklin School of 
Business—made their way to the 
stage.
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Grad Center event discusses Pulse aftermath
Nearly 5,000 Bearcats graduate at Barclays Center
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
BY BIANCA MONTEIRO
COPY EDITOR
June 12, 2017 marked the one-year anniversary of the tragic shooting 
at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. Th e shooting resulted in 
the death of 49 people and is the deadliest mass shooting in the United 
States. In an eff ort to refl ect and address some of the issues that ensued, 
CUNY’s Graduate Center, in coordination with the NYC Commission of 
Human Rights and CLAGS: Th e Center for LGBTQ Studies, organized a 
panel entitled “One Year Since the Orlando Pulse Shooting: Combating 
Homophobia, Racism, and Islamophobia.” 
Hosted exactly a year following the shooting, the panel featured four 
professionals and activists, all of whom were aff ected personally and pro-
fessionally by the Pulse shooting.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
The Barclays Center was packed with students, along with their parents and their friends, as they celebrated graduation.
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Th e popular 
Netfl ix show 
about racism 
in the modern-






ism among both its fans and the 
greater public. 
ARTS & STYLE 9
Dear White People opens 
discussion about race (p. 10)




beries. Th e 
research indi-
cated that hu-
mans share the 
same amount 
of empathy as chimpanzees, and 
this study is one of the few that 
studies human consolation be-
havior in natural settings.
SCIENCE & TECH 14
Humans and chimpanzees 
share empathy level (p. 14)
Th e Warriors, 




were able to 
exact revenge 
against LeBron 
James and the 
Cavaliers in fi ve games. Durant's 
all-time great Finals performance 
was key in the Warriors' success, 
propelling him to his fi rst career 
championship.
SPORTS 17
Warriors emerge victorious 
against Cavaliers (p. 17)
Cryptocurren-
cies such as 
Bitcoin have re-
cently attained 






ities, such as gold. In the last year 
alone Bitcoin prices have more 
than tripled, while gold prices 
have declined.
BUSINESS 7
Cryptocurrencies reach $100 
billion market cap (p. 7)
During one 
of the most 
tumultuous 
epochs of the 
United States, 
burning the 
fl ag is a rela-
tively harm-
less method 
of protesting. Legal precedent 
deems fl ag desecration protected 
speech and this precedent must 
be upheld.
OPINIONS 4
Flag desecration allows for 





The CUNY Graduate Center hosted the panel "One Year Since the Orlando Pulse Shooting: Combating Homophobia, Racism, and Islamophobia" on June 12.
BooxExpo and BookCon create space for book enthusiasts 
From left to right: R.J. Palacio moderates a discussion about the book to fi lm adaptation process with bestselling authors 
Stephen Chbosky, Lauren Oliver and Nicole Yoon. The authors convened to talk about their individual works in a panel setting.
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Hasin Ishraque, a Baruch 
College graduate, was awarded 
the U.S. Student Fulbright Eng-
lish Teaching Assistant Award. 
Ishraque will teach English to 
Malaysian schoolchildren. 
Originally from Bangladesh, 
Ishraque is a 2016 alumnus of 
the Marxe School of International 
and Public Aff airs. 
During his time at Baruch Col-
lege, he was the Science & Tech-
nology Editor at Th e Ticker his 
junior year, a member of Model 
U.N. his senior year and a Fresh-
man Seminar Peer Mentor for 
one semester. 
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Baruch graduate 
wins Fulbright
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Baruch graduate earns prestigious scholarship
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Ishraque was informed about 
the Fulbright Program by way of 
Valeria Hymas, a fellowship advis-
er at Baruch who has worked with 
Fulbright applicants in the past 
and has an in-depth knowledge of 
the program.
Ishraque was interested in 
the Fulbright Program because 
he wanted to get involved in in-
ternational careers and believed 
that it would be a good way to see 
the world.
“We are lucky that we live in 
New York City. We see the little 
pieces of the travel puzzle. But now 
I can see the whole picture by trav-
eling. I want to understand others 
and help,” he said.
Fulbright ETAs are chosen from 
70 countries and teach the English 
language outside of the United 
States. Th ey are also welcomed and 
encouraged to teach the heritage 
and history of the United States, do 
research assignments, get involved 
in sports, participate in drama or-
ganizations, tutor children and vol-
unteer. Fulbright scholars are na-
tive English speakers and U.S. citi-
zens. Requirements, such as profi -
ciency in the language of the host 
country, the number of grants and 
placement type, diff er by country.
Last year, Ishraque volunteered 
in Kuantan, Malaysia, for six weeks. 
Th is program was led by AIESEC, 
the world’s biggest nonprofi t youth-
run organization that also off ers 
volunteer opportunities. Ishraque 
said he collaborated on projects, 
led presentations and games, orga-
nized venues and taught environ-
mental issues to students. He also 
said that Kuantan was his favorite 
place in the country.
“Th ere is something charm-
ing about Kuantan. I remember 
it was a one kilometer walk along 
the highway from the dorms to the 
classes. Th e morning walk with my 
roommate was scorching. But at 
night it was amazing because we 
got to see the stars,” he said.
He further explained that he has 
learned lessons on this journey. He 
discovered that he looks forward 
to and embraces challenges rather 
than fears them. He also learned 
what friendship means to him. He 
indicated that he believed while 
people from the United States are 
direct and like to get ahead, other 
people take a lighter approach. 
Th e most rewarding part of his 
research, said Ishraque, was ex-
periencing local culture. Th e most 
challenging part was mediating 
confl icts, as diff erent people have 
diff erent perspectives so it was 
hard to fi nd a consensus. 
Now working full-time as a 
training coordinator for the Red 
Cross through the AmeriCorps 
program, Ishraque will teach Eng-
lish to Malaysian high school stu-
dents in rural areas from January to 
November.
Housing arrangements for Ful-
bright ETAs are somewhat cen-
tralized, but it is unlikely that his 
roommates will teach at the same 
school as Ishraque. His room-
mates will work on weekdays, and 
weekends will be dedicated to fi eld 
trips to diff erent cultural events. 
Since Malaysia is predominantly a 
Muslim country, Ishraque and his 
roommates will be off  for the holi-
day celebrating the end of Rama-
dan, Eid al-Fitr.
“Honestly, I am good at living 
in the moment, but of course I will 
stay in touch with my family. I will 
miss being able to eat my favorite 
comfort food at 2 a.m. and talking 
to friends in the same time zone. 
Th is new experience will be de-
manding no doubt. I need to adapt 
to a new culture and may disagree 
with my peers, but that can hap-
pen anywhere. I am looking for-
ward to meeting the students and 
surprising my Malaysian friends—
they do not know I am coming,” 
Ishraque said.
Ishraque said his advice to pro-
spective Fulbright ETA applicants 
would be to consult advisers, do 
revisions and reach out to alumni.
“Show what you can bring to the 
program. Be honest and truthful,” 
he said.
 
CUNY recently announced 
the commencement of the 15th 
annual "Citizenship NOW!" ho-
tline, a free citizenship and im-
migration hotline service that 
expects to help a record number 
of callers. Th e confi dential ser-
vice, which opened on June 19, 
will use 80 phone lines staff ed 
by over 400 volunteers. Th ese 
volunteers will respond to the 
concerns of those seeking infor-
mation about becoming a U.S. 
citizen, permanent residency 
or answers regarding other im-
migration issues. “Citizenship 
NOW!" is the most comprehen-
sive university-based immigra-
tion legal service program in the 
country,” said CUNY Chancellor 
James B. Milliken. “It’s an im-
portant reminder to all that at 
CUNY, immigrants matter.”
_______________________
Two teams of engineering 
and computer science students 
from the City College of New York 
competed in the Spring 2017 
hackNY Student Hackathon, a 
24-hour coding marathon com-
prised of a series of challenges. 
During the marathon, team 
SignTh is created a web applica-
tion that converts sign language 
into English. Th e application was 
created with the hope that it will 
foster better communication be-
tween those who depend on sign 
language and those who do not. 
Meanwhile, team Good Bot cre-
ated a SlackBot, a social media 
application that monitors social 
network Slack for inappropriate 
and off ensive content. Good Bot 
won the Hack Harassment Prize, 
honoring its work against online 
harassment. SignTh is member 
Kirstyn Natavio said in a press 
release that “Th e hackathon has 
boosted our coding skills and 
introduced us to technologies 
that I would not have otherwise 
learned in school."
_______________________
Th e City College of New York 
announced its new master’s 
program track in Dominican 
Studies, the fi rst of its kind in the 
nation, and will welcome stu-
dents in the Fall 2017 semester. 
“City College’s new master’s de-
gree recognizes the importance 
of the Dominican Republic and 
Dominicans in our city, in our 
culture and at our university,” 
said CUNY Chancellor James 
B. Milliken in a press release. 
“Nearly 10 percent of CUNY’s 
students are of Dominican an-
cestry, but we expect that stu-
dents from many backgrounds 
will be interested in a program 
that examines and highlights 
the Dominican society and 
economy. Th is institute brings 
a wealth of new academic op-
portunities to CUNY and City 
College provides an excellent 
location for the scholars and 
scholarship.” 
_______________________
Five Baruch College stu-
dents were recently crowned 
winners of the Counter-Strike: 
Global Off ensive Collegiate 
Starleague Grand Finals late 
last month, pulling off  a 2-0 
victory in Toronto over the 
University of British Columbia. 
Despite UBC mounting a seem-
ingly strong comeback in the 
fi rst match of the fi nals, Fiven, 
the name of the team, still man-
aged to come out on top, win-
ning 16-14. In the second and 
fi nal match of the series, Fiven 
won even more convincingly, 
beating UBC 16-12. Th e team-
mates took home $20,000 for 
their eff orts.
COMPILED BY VICTORIA MERLINO AND 
JONATHAN SPERLING 
N e w s  B r i e f s
Commencement features Schumer, deGrasse Tyson
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Once all attendees settled 
down, guests and graduates re-
ceived welcoming words from Ba-
ruch's President Mitchel B. Waller-
stein, who admired and recognized 
Sen. Charles Schumer and WeWork 
CEO Adam Neumann for their 
leadership and success serving as 
ideal examples for all students to 
follow immediately after stepping 
into the real world. Wallerstein em-
phasized the signifi cance of diver-
sity in a time of borders, confronta-
tional political disagreements and 
separation. Stressing the honor 
involved in being a Baruch alum, 
he applauded the graduating class 
and encouraged everyone to be 
a great leader in the world and to 
pay it forward by connecting with 
the college and giving back to the 
community that helped students 
become leaders. 
Afterward, Schumer congratu-
lated all members of the graduat-
ing class and shared a personal 
anecdote that outlines a life lesson. 
Schumer explained that he once 
had an opportunity to travel the 
world, all expenses paid, but he 
chose to stay home with his girl-
friend. After she broke up with him 
soon later, he knew that he made 
a huge mistake: he failed to take 
a risk.
Neil deGrasse Tyson also spoke 
at the event. He was also the recipi-
ent of an honorary degree.
Quamid A. Francis, who was 
the salutatorian of the class of 
2017, served in the U.S. Marines, 
was vice president of marketing for 
Black Student Union, interned for 
council member Helen Rosenthal 
and was awarded Th e President’s 
Volunteer Service Award. Cait-
lyn Larsen, the graduating class' 
valedictorian and a former staff 
writer for Th e Ticker, shared inspir-
ing words about her experience 
at Baruch. 
Larsen admired the culture she 
saw at Baruch and encouraged stu-
dents to extend Baruch culture and 
respect diversity in the fi elds, ca-
reers and jobs before them. 
Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment President Daniel Dorn-
baum also had some encouraging 
words for the graduating class. 
Neumann, a member of the 
class of 2017, also shared his ex-
perience with the graduating 
class. Although his business was 
succeeding, his grandmother en-
couraged him to get a degree. He 
returned to school to earn a BBA 
in entrepreneurship. His initial 
college years began by studying a 
little and partying a lot. He prac-
ticed marketing by hitting on girls 
in bars. 
Immediately, he noted dis-
comfort and saw that not being 
the lifestyle he sought after being 
criticized by a sibling in Israel. Th at 
was when he decided it was time 
to start his business ventures. Neu-
mann outlined his blueprint for 
success for students that included 
strong sets of friends, relation-
ships, kids, family and building 
a strong business or joining one 
with great purpose, people and 
amazing products. 
Th e ceremony was brought to 
an end after the graduates were all 
offi  cially recognized for their hard 
work upon the degree they ob-
tained. When all graduates, faculty 
and guests stood and tassels were 
moved to the left, confetti exploded 
over the Barclays Center as gradu-
ates celebrated their entry into the 
working world.
WWW.COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG
Students from all three schools within Baruch gathered at the Barclays Center in order to celebrate their commencement.
HUGO VIDAL | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Ishraque will travel to Malaysia to teach English to rural Malaysian high school students from January to November.
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Hosted exactly a year following 
the shooting, the panel featured 
four professionals and activists, 
all of whom were aff ected person-
ally and professionally by the Pulse 
shooting.
Th e goals of the panel were to 
initiate a conversation, provide a 
space to heal and refl ect and voice 
important solutions for problems 
plaguing queer communities.
Th e panel was moderated by 
Mathew Rodriguez, a queer Latino 
journalist and staff  writer at Mic.
com. Panelists included Eman Ab-
delhadi, a Ph.D. candidate in so-
ciology at the New York University 
and a queer Muslim activist; Ceci-
lia Gentili, the director of policy at 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis and com-
munity organizer for Translatina 
Network; Carmelyn Malalis, the 
chair and commissioner of the NYC 
Commission on Humans Rights; 
and Kevin Nadal, a Graduate Cen-
ter professor and the executive 
director of CLAGS: Th e Center for 
LGBTQ Studies.
Th e event started with a mo-
ment of silence, paying homage to 
those who were killed in the shoot-
ing. As the panel opened up, Rodri-
guez and the four panelists started 
with their opening remarks, briefl y 
talking about where they had been 
a year ago when the shooting hap-
pened, and what their reactions 
were in terms of their respective 
communities and their professions. 
Th e panel then explored top-
ics and questions pertaining to the 
safety of LGBTQ communities, the 
problems in the discussions and 
spaces that were being fostered di-
rectly after the attack and the over-
all response from both communi-
ties and governments that were 
involved in trying to make the next 
step forward a positive one.
Abdelhedi started off  the panel 
and spoke at length of her identity 
and its complicated intersectional-
ity in the LGBTQ community. She 
detailed where she was when she 
learned of the shooting and what 
her immediate reactions were. “I 
remember getting the notifi cation 
about Pulse through the New York 
Times … My reaction was what I 
imagine the reaction of thousands 
of Muslims [were], which was to 
open the story and immediately 
search for the suspect’s name, 
kind of thinking ‘please don’t be a 
Muslim, please don’t be a Muslim, 
please don’t be a Muslim,’ and—he 
was. I think that was, for me and my 
community, a transformative mo-
ment because we could see how 
this was going to play out.”
Abdelhedi imparted an impor-
tant perspective that was not pres-
ent in many conversations follow-
ing the shooting in the Muslim and 
queer community.
She reminded the audience and 
other panelists of the conversations 
that were disparaging to those who 
exist within not only Muslim com-
munities, but within queer Muslim 
communities. Following the shoot-
ing, Hillary Clinton, among other 
fi gures, tried to bolster hope and 
safety across the nation by encour-
aging people to return to the “spir-
it” of September 12, 2001. Abdelhe-
di pressed, “Now, for those whose 
houses were raided, whose chari-
ties were shut down and mosques 
were surveilled, this was a horrify-
ing idea. Th is was not a moment of 
triumph.” 
Gentili's voice on the panel was 
also important in providing a grim 
perspective on which many failed 
to touch. When she fi rst heard of 
what had happened, her initial re-
action was to feel the same thing 
she had been feeling far before the 
shooting. She said, “I experienced 
Orlando through the whole year in 
weekly or monthly episodes when a 
trans woman of color is murdered.” 
Some of the biggest issues dis-
cussed during the event was polic-
ing and safety in LGBTQ communi-
ties. When tragedies like the Pulse 
shooting occur, as well as other 
tragedies across other communi-
ties, police presence typically be-
comes heightened in an attempt to 
make people safer. In communities 
that have a negative relationship 
with law enforcement, however, 
people begin to feel more threat-
ened than safe. 
“Nobody takes the time to 
fi nd [out] what makes you feel 
protected, what it is that makes 
you feel comfortable in a space,” 
Gentili said. 
Malalis also noted the rising 
trend of communities that are be-
ginning to try and depend less on 
police and more on each other for 
safety, as was the case with Ozone 
Park last year following the shoot-
ing of an imam. While there is no 
framework for it, it reigns as a cre-
ative way for communities that 
have a complicated relationship 
with law enforcement to feel more 
secure and to support each other.
Nadal spoke more in-depth 
about the intersectionality that was 
repeatedly erased from the dia-
logue following the reports imme-
diately after the shooting. He later 
pressed on about the importance of 
the responsibility that falls on those 
who are able to shape a narrative, 
whether they are the media or edu-
cators. All panelists touched on the 
initial erasure or underreporting of 
the gay and Latino narrative, with 
many media organizations failing 
to address both. 
Like Abdelhedi briefl y men-
tioned, while people were attempt-
ing to engage in a national discus-
sion to try and create healthy dia-
logue, many who were occupying 
and amplifying these spaces were 
not the people who were being 
directly aff ected by the problem. 
Th is, ultimately, made it diffi  cult to 
grieve and feel safe. 
“Let’s be intentional of what we 
are speaking of and honor all those 
intersectionalities, even if it makes 
us feel uncomfortable or excluded 
because we have privileged identi-
ties that might not be a part of what 
we’re speaking of,” Nadal encour-
aged.
Panel promotes reflection on Pulse shooting, LGBTQ issues
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
Panelists discuss issues within the LGBTQ community through the lens of the June 12, 2016 Pulse nightclub shooting.
P
resident Donald Trump is 
adding unnecessary fuel to 
the dangerous  confl ict be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia. Th e 
White House responded to the 
terrorist attacks in Iran on June 
7, saying, “We grieve and pray for 
the innocent victims of the terror-
ist attacks in Iran, and for the Ira-
nian people, who are going through 
such challenging times.”
“We underscore,” the statement 
continued, “that states that spon-
sor terrorism risk falling victim to 
the evil they promote.”
It is clear that anti-Iran senti-
ments, spanning generations al-
ready, have strengthened. Trump 
met with King Salman of Saudi Ara-
bia on his fi rst foreign trip during 
which he had announced an arms 
deal with the Saudis that could ac-
cumulate into a $350 billion deal 
over the course of the next 10 years. 
It is one of the biggest arms deals in 
U.S. history.
Th e Saudis are known to have 
an absurdly horrifi c human rights 
record, as well as being a known 
sponsor of terrorism in the Middle 
East.
Th e Syrian Civil War has many 
players who are involved in proxy 
wars and hot wars on the ground. 
Th ere are numerous incidents of 
the Saudis supporting the Syrian 
rebels and the United States has 
also supported rebels, in an ef-
fort to replace the government of 
Bashar al-Assad, under the guise 
that he is violating international 
law, the same excuse used on Sad-
dam Hussein.
On the other hand, the Syr-
ian government has alliances with 
the Russians and Iranians, both of 
whom are key enemies of the Unit-
ed States on the geopolitical chess-
board. Th e government of al-Assad 
is supported by the Iranians who 
send their military support through 
Hezbollah and the Revolutionary 
Guard as well as top offi  cials like 
Qasem Soleimani.
Th e Saudis are untouchable be-
cause they are important for busi-
ness interests for Western nations 
and they are U.S. allies. Th e Syrian 
Civil War could easily spill into an 
even worse confl ict, perhaps even a 
world war.
Th e United States should criti-
cize its allies and make sure that 
they are moving closer to peace 
and not more confl ict. Th ere are 
enough problems in the world al-
ready. Time and time again, the 
rebels or the “freedom fi ghters” 
turn out to be the terrorists.
A $350 billion arms deal with 
the Saudis over the next 10 years 
is likely going to make the Middle 
East even more unstable. Th e Unit-
ed States should not have to bully 
countries who are unpredictable 
in how they are going to respond. 
Iran and Syria are actively fi ghting 
against the Islamic State along with 
the Kurds. Th e enemy of one’s en-
emy, as the United States will soon 




ld Glory has forever been 
known as a fl ag stitched 
by Betsy Ross during the 
Revolutionary War and has since 
become a tangible symbol for the 
freedom of the United States. It is 
a strong symbol of national iden-
tity and pride that aspires to con-
vey to the world the lofty goals of 
the country.
Th e fl ag is decorated with stars 
of the fi rmament and burning 
stripes that refl ect the rays of the 
sun and symbolize the goals of hu-
mankind.
Th e fl ag for some is sacred 
and any attempt to desecrate it is 
seen as a sacrilege. For others, it is 
viewed a sign of oppression and an 
emblem of a conquering power.
As such, the respect that many 
demand for the fl ag is met with re-
sistance by burning, trampling on, 
disfi guring or mocking its appear-
ance. Flag burnings are events rare-
ly covered by mainstream media. 
However, a fl ag burning happened 
in a mall in Iowa, and President 
Donald Trump denounced the act 
as traitorous.
Th e fl ag took on greater signifi -
cance during the Civil War when 
the Confederacy raised its own fl ag. 
In 1897, laws were enacted against 
the desecration of the Union fl ag 
on two levels: one against the for-
mer Confederate States and the 
other against businesses that used 
the Grand Old Flag as an advertis-
ing logo.
Vietnam War protests in Central 
Park where U.S. fl ags were put to 
the torch in 1968 fathered the Fed-
eral Flag Desecration Law, a law 
banning any display of contempt 
for the fl ag. Swiftly on the heels of 
this, courts affi  rmed that verbal dis-
paragement of the fl ag is protected 
speech yet stopped short on the 
question of fl ag burning.
Finally in 1984, the Supreme 
Court struck down all laws banning 
fl ag desecration, including fl ag 
burning, which still holds up today. 
It became a weapon of choice 
in that, during the violent anti-
Vietnam protests, Old Glory fl ew 
proudly on envelopes, reinforcing 
the idea of patriotism and call-
ing to the eye the sacrifi ces of the 
bodies, limbs and minds of U.S. 
servicemen.
Congress has tried many times 
to criminalize fl ag burning but their 
attempts have failed since 1984, re-
spect of the Constitution remaining 
the biggest reason. Flag burning is 
a safety value of sorts: it keeps po-
litical discourse peaceful, in spite 
of scuffl  es and name-calling. Th ose 
who oppose the burning of the fl ag 
do protest, and strongly. Hosever, 
they, too, have a right under the 
freedom of speech to do so.
Th e U.S. government can and 
does resort to fl ag burning when 
it retires old fl ags. With the fueling 
of culture wars and the hardening 
of the alt-right and the more ideo-
logical left, one wonders if lawmak-
ers will refrain from abridging civil 
liberties, especially under a presi-
dent who only values them when it 
suits him.
Considering attacks against 
African-Americans, Asian-Amer-
icans, Latinos, the working poor 
and women, let alone the eternal 
U.S. shame to Native Americans, 
fl ag burning is not likely to go away 
anytime soon.
U.S. history is a long saga of vio-
lence that, in the wake of the 2008 
global recession and the growing 
class divide of the wealthy and 
the rest, fuels anger and hurt feel-
ings. By guaranteeing a peaceful 
out through the Constitution and 
sidestepping imprisonment for 
fl ag burning and violent speech, 
the United States nurtures a revo-
lutionary temperament, as its citi-
zens seek the comfort of their fore-




Since February 2017, the New York City Department of Design and 
Construction has been conducting renovations on the 25th Street Plaza. 
According to a statement issued by Katharine T. Cobb, vice president of 
administration and fi nance, the underground construction began in 
order to “replace aging underground infrastructure” in advance of the 
above-ground construction. Both will result in a completely renovated 
plaza.
A statement released by Lisa Edwards, assistant vice president of 
campus facilities, on May 19 announced that the Dormitory Authority 
of the State of New York would be replacing the cooling towers on the 
roof of the Newman Vertical Campus. While the cooling towers are re-
placed, temporary cooling towers, “about the size of two back-to-back 
18-wheeler trucks,” were installed on the plaza. Th ese temporary towers 
provided cooling for the building in the absence of the standard towers. 
As of press time, approximately half of the plaza is closed off  to pe-
destrians, presumably because of one or more of the aforementioned 
projects. More specifi cally, the asphalt section of the Th ird Avenue side 
of the plaza is under construction, diverting all pedestrian traffi  c to the 
sidewalks on either side.
While Th e Ticker’s editorial board understands that such projects 
and project-related detours are necessary, the editorial board hopes 
that the administration understands the great importance of outdoor 
areas at Baruch College, as well as the accessibility of such areas. Ba-
ruch, unlike some other CUNY colleges, such as Brooklyn College and 
Queens College, does not have much in terms of outdoor areas. Th ese 
outdoor areas do a great deal for students who are looking to eat, read, 
relax or study far away from the walls of the NVC, but not too far away. 
Closing off  approximately half of the plaza takes so much away from the 
already limited outdoor area students have on campus.
Also of concern is the level of use that the plaza will be allowed to see 
once this construction sees completion. Many popular Baruch events, 
such as the annual Homecoming hosted by the Undergraduate Student 
Government, benefi t from being hosted on the plaza. Other events that 
benefi t from being held on the plaza, such as Convocation Day and the 
Hindu Student Association’s Holi on the Plaza, will not be hosted there 
for the time being due to construction.
Beautifying the plaza with personalized pavers and benches is a 
commendable act, but Th e Ticker urges the administration to remem-
ber that the plaza’s accessibility is paramount, and thus should not be 
lost in the journey to beautifi cation.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Baruch administration should 
reconsider plaza construction
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
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Puerto Ricans voted to become the 51st state in a referendum that 
took place on June 11. Because the referendum is nonbinding, Con-
gress will make the fi nal decision on Puerto Rico's status.
Th is is the fi fth time that Puerto Ricans held such a referendum. 
However, the island's current situation is more dire than it was in 2012, 
when the last referendum took place. Th is year, Puerto Rico's debt 
reached $120 billion. Because Puerto Rico is not a state, it cannot de-
clare bankruptcy. Instead, it has to fi le for bankruptcy protection, which 
does little to resolve the crisis. On top of that, the island's skilled work-
ers are leaving for the continental United States at a fast pace, causing 
shortages in fi elds like medicine. Puerto Rican doctors earn much less 
than doctors on the continental United States, which is one of the main 
reasons behind the move.
Puerto Rico's situation is reaching a point at which it can no longer 
be ignored by Congress. Congress needs to fi nally address the results 
of the referendum, which has been voted on by U.S. citizens. Currently, 
Congress shows that it does not care for Puerto Ricans. Th e BBC spec-
ulates that a Republican Congress will once again ignore the referen-
dum. If Puerto Rico became a state, the island would likely vote for the 
Democratic Party and require additional funds to pay off  its debts.
Congress must act on PR referendum
Ideals of patriotism must not infringe on civil liberties and the right of the citizen to freedom of speech
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Considering attacks against African-Americans, Asian-
Americans, Latinos, the working poor and women ... fl ag 
burning is not likely to go away anytime soon.
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T
he testimony of former 
FBI director James Comey 
should have come as no sur-
prise to anyone paying attention to 
recent events. 
All the while, it is worth noting 
that Comey is a “nut job” and is 
completely unreliable as an inves-
tigator, at least according to Presi-
dent Donald Trump.  
Trump’s record shows that an-
ytime he claims something is aw-
ful or bad, it is usually quite the 
opposite. For example, Trump 
has derided Former President 
Barack Obama’s health care law 
and foreign policies claiming that 
some were drawn up on a whim. 
Comey’s testimony, however, 
should be the clearest example.
Comey was fi red by the Trump 
administration after he rebuff ed 
attempts by Trump to demand 
“loyalty,” whatever that possi-
bly meant. Subsequently, an ac-
quaintance of Comey’s leaked a 
non-classifi ed memo stating that 
there were investigations into the 
Trump campaign’s connections 
with Russia. 
Naturally, the Trump admin-
istration’s response was to claim 
that Comey was unreliable. Th e 
eff ort to off set the blame was only 
thinly-veiled and it is not diffi  cult 
to see past.
Additionally, in one bizarrely 
defl ated attempt, the Trump cam-
paign questioned Comey’s bravery 
and manhood for testifying before 
Congress.
Trump even sent out a tweet 
declaring his own opinions about 
the former FBI director, criticizing 
his competency and the legality of 
his actions.
Th ose who want Trump to 
step down as president or be im-
peached viewed Comey’s testimo-
ny with some hope. As hopeful as 
Comey’s testimony might have 
been, at the end of the day it only 
reaffi  rmed what everyone already 
knew about the president: he has 
no sense of right or wrong unless 
it is right for himself. Trump is 
stepping into some very Nixonian 
shoes in his attempts to slice away 
those who question his decisions 
and power.
Comey’s questioning by Re-
publican members of Congress did 
not exactly help; the party attempt-
ed to question Comey’s conduct 
in the face of possible obstruc-
tions of justice committed by the 
executive branch.
Members of the Republican 
Party seem as though they are 
simply unable to escape their own 
need for partisan rule over the best 
interests of all U.S. citizens. Th at 
best interest, right now, is a pres-
ident whose administration and 
campaign did not essentially com-
mit treason in order to gain power.
For legitimate, immediate ac-
tion against Trump, it is necessary 
for there to be a majority of legisla-
tors against him, of which there are 
currently few.
No matter the thoughts of the 
Republican Party, they are still 
the party of Trump and, as long as 
they maintain power, it is unlikely 
that any substantial measure will 
be taken. Any real punishment 
toward his loathsome administra-
tion will not come any earlier than 
local elections in 2018 and the sub-
sequent inaugurations in 2019. 
Under Trump, two more years 
of scandal after scandal will en-
sure, with a bit of political absurd-
ity thrown in for good measure. 
Th e fi ring of someone as known 
as Comey is only the tip of the ice-
berg, and further testimonies are 
useless without any real action to 
back them.
Th ere can only be so many great 
photos or sound bites without any 
actual bite to them. 
Bite is what the people of the 
United States need now. Th is en-
tire testimony proved that there 
can be media circuses and accusa-
tions thrown back and forth with-
out anyone truly opposing Trump. 
In a year, there will be someone 
else in Comey’s position saying the 
same things about Trump and, un-
til Republicans are elected out of 
offi  ce, it will mean nothing. Unless 
the United States wants more Twit-
ter rants and less policy decisions, 
the Comey hearing cannot set a 
standard for political pageantry. 
As painful as it may be to watch the 
testimony go to waste, it is a stern 
and harsh reminder of the world in 
which the country now exists.
Th e words of a seasoned FBI 
director do not matter because 
his serious accusations are treated 
like a formality, a way to appease 
everyone and make it seem as 
though the government takes in-
credibly important cases to heart 
even though this is clearly not the 
situation. It is the Hillary Clinton 
e-mail scandal all over again, a 
distraction layered on top of a dis-
traction to temporarily abate U.S. 
citizens in the most glamorous way 
possible.
Reuven Glezer is a junior studying 
Literary Form and Writing. He is a 
frequent contributor to Th e Ticker 
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On June 6, cryptocurrencies 
achieved a $100 billion market cap, 
with Bitcoin leading the way.
Th ese gains are in line with 
Bitcoin’s overall recent growth. 
According to Market Watch and 
CoinDesk, in the last year alone, 
Bitcoin prices more than tripled. 
Th e currency gained more than 
7 percent, surpassing $2,900 per 
share at one point. As of press time, 
its current market cap is $46.68 bil-
lion, which places it ahead of other 
leading cryptocurrencies, such as 
Etherium and Ripple.
Bitcoin enthusiasts continue to 
endorse the system. Sean Walsh, 
a partner at Redwood City Ven-
tures, predicts that Bitcoin’s price 
will continue to rise, according to 
CNBC. Redwood City Ventures is a 
prime investor in Bitcoin.
“It may sound like hyperbole, 
but I simply cannot emphasize 
enough how mismatched the 
quantity of whole Bitcoins and the 
population of potential global buy-
ers is,” Walsh said.
In addition to potential for 
growth, part of Bitcoin’s appeal 
to enthusiasts is that the system’s 
design off ers potential advantages 
over other currencies and conven-
tional forms of digital transactions.
One essential diff erence between 
Bitcoin and other methods of pay-
ment, such as national currencies 
and conventional digital payment 
systems like credit cards, is Bit-
coin’s independence from external 
regulation.
Typically, currencies and credit 
systems depend on external insti-
tutions such as national organiza-
tions and banks. For example, the 
U.S. dollar depends on a complex 
system of laws and governing insti-
tutions, like the Federal Reserve.
Credit cards, like those issued 
by American Express, MasterCard 
and Visa, are backed by for-profi t 
banks. Credit cards also use na-
tionally backed currencies, so they 
still depend on the former system 
as well.
One reason why these systems 
and laws exist is to protect the au-
thenticity of the money traded and 
to prevent double spending of the 
same unit of money.
With this in mind, Bitcoin of-
fers a clever alternative system that 
places Bitcoin’s dependence on its 
users—the people, so to speak—
rather than a centralized authority. 
To address the problem of authen-
tication, Bitcoin relies on digital 
signatures, which is common prac-
tice among cryptocurrencies.
Bitcoin is unique in that it was 
the fi rst cryptocurrency, or a digi-
tal currency in which encryption 
techniques are utilized to track the 
units of currency, to address the 
problem of double spending by us-
ing what is called a blockchain. A 
blockchain is made up of a network 
of peer-to-peer computers. 
When a Bitcoin transaction oc-
curs in the network, it is entered 
into a public ledger. Th e blockchain 
functions as a systematic check to 
preserve the sequence of transac-
tions for each coin in the ledger 
and to prevent double spending. 
Th us, the ledger serves as a his-
torical record for each transaction, 
eff ectively preventing double pay-
ments.
According to Bitcoin’s founder, 
Satoshi Nakamoto, this decentral-
ized network of computers allows 
Bitcoin to achieve the same level 
of integrity as conventional curren-
cies and digital payment systems. 
In turn, not relying on a private or-
ganization to verify and maintain 
the integrity of the system frees 
Bitcoin from many complex laws 
to which the aforementioned other 
systems are often subject.
For some users, Bitcoin also of-
fers another advantage over other 
methods of digital transaction like 
credit cards, such as anonymous 
transactions. Bitcoins are stored in 
a digital wallet. Transactions are re-
corded as part of the public log, but 
users are identifi ed only by their 
wallet ID. For users interested in 
trading drugs or other illicit activi-
ties, such anonymity off ers a pos-
sibility of evading detection. For 
example, Bitcoin was the choice of 
currency for drug purchases on Silk 
Road, which was shut down by the 
FBI in 2013.
Bitcoin’s rapid gains have not 
occurred without skeptics, who 
have questioned whether or not 
Bitcoin’s rise and valuation are 
sustainable. For example, on June 
6, 2017, Mark Cuban, the multibil-
lionaire businessman and investor 
on the popular TV show “Shark 
Tank,” tweeted that Bitcoin prices 
are “in a bubble,” adding, “I just 
don’t know when or how much 
it corrects.” According to Market-
Watch, Cuban called cryptocurren-
cies “more religion than asset.”
Bitcoin may also face other 
challenges in addition to volatil-
ity, such as limited opportunities 
to use the currency for more con-
ventional purchases. Few people 
would currently accept Bitcoin, for 
example, as payment for a house.
Despite such challenges, Bit-
coin has generated excitement, 
and understandably so. Bitcoin of-
fers an interesting model for future 
fi nancial transactions, in an ever 
increasingly digital world.
Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin have attained a high market valuation, as enthusiasts continue to proclaim their advantages.
WWW.FLICKR.COM
Bitcoin prices boost cryptocurrency market cap to $100 billion
BY JUSTIN MAXTON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
President Donald Trump may 
be preparing to announce the 
names of two of his nominees for 
the Federal Reserve’s Board of 
Governors, multiple reports from 
Washington claim.
Th e Trump administration has 
yet to deny press accounts from 
numerous trusted sources that the 
president selected Marvin Good-
friend and Randal Quarles as nomi-
nees for two of three open positions 
at the Fed. Th ough subject to Sen-
ate confi rmation, Goodfriend and 
Quarles would represent a signifi -
cant departure from the status quo 
at the United States’ central bank.
Currently, the board’s four 
members are generally considered 
to be liberal. Chair Janet Yellen is 
seen by many as the most left-wing 
chair the Fed has ever had.
Quarles, currently managing 
director at Th e Cynosure Group, a 
private equity fi rm, is a former fi -
nancial industry lawyer as well as 
secretary for domestic fi nance and 
secretary for international aff airs 
under former President George W. 
Bush.
Quarles’ appointment would be 
particularly signifi cant, as he would 
replace Daniel Tarullo, a former 
Obama administration appointee. 
Some called him "the Wizard of Oz" 
due to his perceived power prior to 
his resignation in April. Th ough he 
was never offi  cially nominated as 
the vice chairman of supervision, 
he acted as the de facto for the po-
sition.
Ed Mills, a policy analyst at FBR 
Capital Markets, said in a February 
research note that “Tarullo is argu-
ably one of the most powerful U.S. 
banking regulators since Alexander 
Hamilton.”
Tarullo was a champion of fi -
nancial regulation during the 
Dodd-Frank Era. During his time 
at the Fed, Tarullo spearheaded ef-
forts to require banks to undergo 
an annual stress test, designed to 
assess banks’ ability to continue 
operations when on the brink of 
crisis, as well as calling for greater 
capital requirements for the biggest 
U.S. banks.
Quarles, contrarily, has been 
highly critical of many of the regu-
lations put in place since the 2008 
crisis. During an interview with 
Bloomberg Television in 2015, 
he said that some of the changes 
in regulation fostered during the 
Obama administration “aren’t 
well designed and were included 
for political rather than fi nancial-
regulatory reasons." Th ey are gen-
erally seen as  considerably more 
supportive of Wall Street than his 
predecessor's.
One of the most interesting dy-
namics is the possible relationship 
between Quarles and Yellen. If 
Quarles is confi rmed as vice chair 
for supervision, one of his most 
signifi cant responsibilities would 
be the oversight of the yearly stress 
tests administered to banks. How-
ever, his ability to aff ect change 
would be limited, as Yellen was a 
major proponent of the tests, as 
well as other regulations seen as 
overly constrictive by many of Wall 
Street’s top CEOs.
Yellen’s term as Fed chair is up 
next year and it will be interesting 
to see if she chooses to continue 
her term on the board of governors, 
which expires in 2024, or resign as 
is the norm.
Trump’s other rumored nomi-
nee, Goodfriend, is no stranger to 
the Fed. He was an economist at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond for more than 20 years, over 
10 of which were spent as the chief 
monetary policy adviser to the 
bank’s president.
Goodfriend is a well-known 
conservative who has had many of 
the same critiques of the Fed’s pol-
icy as his fellow rumored nominee. 
One issue that they have both 
spoken out against is the lack of 
concrete guidelines for policymak-
ing at the Fed under Yellen. She has 
favored a wait-and-see approach, 
adjusting her strategy based on 
her opinion and that of the board. 
Both Goodfriend and Quarles have 
come out publicly in support of a 
more empirical basis for policy-
making decisions. Th is is a senti-
ment shared by House Republi-
cans who have proposed a bill that 
would require the Fed to establish 
a more formulaic approach to in-
terest rate adjustment.
Goodfriend has also spoken out 
against the Fed’s asset purchasing 
program.
Of the over $4 trillion of assets 
added to the Fed’s balance sheet 
post crisis, mortgage backed secu-
rities constitute just under half of 
that total. Goodfriend has argued 
that the concentration on MBS 
purchasing disproportionately 
promotes growth in this particular 
sector. His opinion is that a deter-
mination should be made by those 
who are in charge of fi scal policy, 
not monetary policy.
If Goodfriend and Quarles are 
confi rmed, Trump would still have 
at least one more vacancy to fi ll. If 
Yellen chooses to resign in 2018, 
Trump could have the opportunity 
to appoint a majority of the gover-
nors on the board, including the 
chairperson. Such an opportunity 
would make way for the sweep-
ing reforms to fi nancial regulation 
promised by the Trump adminis-
tration on the campaign trail.
WWW.WIKIMEDIA.ORG
The appointment of Trump’s potential nominees for the Fed's Board of Governors may start a shift in monetary policy. 
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BY SHANNON HAMLIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
To better compete with Uber, 
Lyft has partnered with nuTono-
my, a startup founded by research-
ers at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s Media Lab that de-
velops software for autonomous 
cars and robots.
Since August 2016, nuTonomy 
has tested its self-driving technol-
ogy in Singapore, with plans to 
make the service publicly available 
in 2018.
In the partnership between 
these two enterprises, research 
is largely focused on improv-
ing user experience of calling for 
a self-driving car. Th is includes, 
among other things, system inter-
action with the passenger regard-
ing scheduling and travel routes, 
which is a means of creating a 
more pleasant user experience. 
Collaborative research and devel-
opment will take place in Boston, 
Massachusetts, where nuTonomy 
has been testing its self-driving 
electric cars since earlier this year. 
Besides nuTonomy, Lyft is also 
open to partnerships with auto-
makers, other companies and soft-
ware developers.
Uber's expansive engineering 
team, funding and resources give 
the company a major competitive 
advantage by allowing it to devel-
op its own self-driving technology. 
Lacking these resources, Lyft must 
instead focus on partnerships. 
Uber became involved in autono-
mous driving technology by work-
ing with engineers in numerous 
cities to develop self-driving cars. 
Th e performance of these cars is 
tested with technology such as 
cameras and lasers placed inside 
the vehicle for an accurate, precise 
assessment.
According to Th e New York 
Times, some of the common com-
ponents of self-driving cars are 
lidar units, which use “constantly 
spinning laser beams to generate a 
360-degree image of the car’s sur-
roundings,” radar sensors, which 
“measure the distance from the 
car to obstacles,” and cameras, 
which “fi nd the distance to various 
objects, and detect traffi  c lights, 
signs, and moving objects.”
However, Uber’s recent ad-
vances in this area have led the 
company to a lawsuit with Waymo, 
a self-driving car unit created by 
Alphabet, over stolen technology. 
Waymo is accusing former em-
ployee Andrew Levandowski of 
stealing intellectual property by 
downloading thousands of fi les 
from Google, a subsidiary of Al-
phabet, before resigning.
After resigning, Levandowski 
created Otto, his own autonomous 
car company. Some of his former 
coworkers then joined Otto, bring-
ing with them fi les stolen from 
Google. Uber, seeking to develop 
its self-driving technology, ac-
quired Otto. According to Th e New 
York Times, Waymo fi rst became 
aware of this when it was “copied 
in an email from one of its suppli-
ers with drawings of Uber’s circuit 
board design for its lidar technol-
ogy, short for light detection and 
ranging,” and Waymo noticed 
similarities between its design and 
Uber’s.
Th e lawsuit initiated by Waymo 
accuses Uber of “stealing trade 
secrets, infringing on patents and 
competing unfairly in an eff ort to 
catch up on autonomous vehicle 
technology.”
Uber has denied Waymo’s 
claims of possessing any of its fi les 
on Uber’s servers. Uber’s lawyer 
stated, “We’ve interviewed more 
than 85 Uber employees, and more 
than 40 attorneys spent more than 
6,000 hours reviewing documents, 
including over the weekends. Af-
ter reviewing more than 300,000 
documents we’ve only found one 
Google email in the fi les.”
Waymo’s lawyers showed docu-
ments involving communication 
between Uber and Levandows-
ki. Th e documents show Uber’s 
interest in buying Otto while 
Levandowski was still working at 
Google. Th ere were also discus-
sions of potential compensation if 
Levandowski would work for Uber. 
Uber’s lawyers refute these claims 
due to the lack of evidence of Uber 
utilizing Waymo’s trade secrets.
Waymo needs more evidence 
to prove that Levandowski would 
have a reason for stealing its intel-
lectual property. Levandowski has 
stayed silent to avoid the risk of 
implicating himself.
Uber’s aggressive company 
practices have caused an infl ux of 
problems, including a sexual ha-
rassment investigation, inquiry 
into the company’s “toxic” work 
culture and numerous lawsuits. 
Members of Uber’s managerial 
staff  have left the company, and 
Uber’s CEO Travis Kalanick has 
recently taken leave amid vast 
changes at Uber.
Despite its $70 billion valua-
tion, all of these problems aff ect 
Uber adversely and may eventu-
ally lead to a drop in stock price. 
Hopefully, Uber’s proposed 
changes will help repair its image 
and prevent future occurrences of 
this kind.
Waymo sues Uber for alleged theft of self-driving car technology
Waymo, the self-driving car division created by Alphabet, is suing Uber for intellectual property theft, claiming the company used its self-driving car technology.
NICOLE PUNG | THE TICKER
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Drake triumphs at 2017 Billboard Music Awards with 13 awards
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
On May 27, the music world 
came together for the 2017 Bill-
board Music Awards at the T-Mo-
bile Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Singer and actress Vanessa Hud-
gens hosted the event, along with 
hip-hop artist Ludacris.
Th e Billboard Music Awards is 
diff erent from other awards be-
cause of its result process. Other 
awards are voted on either by 
professionals, like the Grammys 
Awards, or by fans, like the Ameri-
can Music Awards. Th e Billboard 
Music Awards, however, are based 
solely on chart performance, which 
makes these awards much more 
objective.
Th is year, the absolute trium-
phant was artist Drake. Th e Ca-
nadian rapper collected the most 
awards of the night, winning 13 out 
of 22 nominations. He set a record 
for most victories in one night. Be-
sides collecting most of the R&B 
and Rap awards, Drake took home 
the night’s most prestigious hon-
ors: Top Artist, Top Billboard 200 
Artist, Top Hot 100 Artist Top Male 
Artist, Top Streaming Artist. Th e 
rapper later performed “Gyalches-
ter” from his latest album More Life. 
Beyonce took home the award 
for Best Female Artist, Top Tour-
ing Artist and Top R&B Artist. 
Justin Timberlake received Top 
Selling Song and Top Radio Song 
with “Can’t Stop the Feeling” from 
Trolls, which was Timberlake’s 
only release of the year. Former 
One Direction member Zayn Ma-
lik was crowned Best New Artist. 
Blake Shelton was honored with 
Top Country Artist, the band Twen-
ty One Pilots received Top Duo/
Group and Top Rock Artists and 
the late icon Juan Gabriel posthu-
mously received Top Latin Artist 
and Top Latin Album. Th e cast of 
the Broadway musical Hamilton 
added another award to its impres-
sive collection and set the record 
for becoming the fi rst stage musi-
cal to win Top Soundtrack/Cast 
Album.
Th e electronic duo Th e Chain-
smokers, who also had 22 nomina-
tions, went home with the awards 
for Top Billboard 100 Song and 
Top Collaboration with Halsey. 
Th e group performed their single 
“Young,” receiving welcoming re-
actions from the audience.
Th e show was full of interest-
ing performances. Th e ceremony 
opened with Nicki Minaj and a fi ery 
medley of her recent releases. She 
sang “No Frauds” and then joined 
David Guetta for “Light My Body 
Up,” followed by Jason Derulo for 
their new summer hit “Swalla.” She 
ended her performance with “Re-
gret in Your Tears” with her fellow 
Young Money rapper Lil Wayne. 
Following Nicki Minaj was former 
Fifth Harmony-singer Camilla Ca-
bello, who got on stage to perform 
her new singles “I Have Questions” 
and “Crying in the Club.” Many 
were skeptical whether Cabello 
has enough stage presence for a 
successful solo, but her dynamic 
performance with beautiful vocals 
proved that she could handle it on 
her own.
Most performers of the night, in-
cluding Cabello, were very young. 
Newcomer Halsey sang her new 
song “Now or Never.” Miley Cyrus 
performed her new single “Mal-
ibu.” Her live version of the song 
was more infused with guitar melo-
dies and country vocals than the 
recording, which added a nostalgic 
feel to the entire performance. Aus-
tralian prodigy Lorde sang her new 
hit single “Green Light,” proving 
once again what an authentic and 
unique artist she is.
Rock band Imagine Dragons 
burned down the stage with their 
hit single “Believer.” Imagine Drag-
ons is known for their masterful 
live performances that are often 
full of energy and drive, and this 
performance did not disappoint.
However, the highlights of the 
night did not belong to the young 
artists. Canadian diva Celine Dion 
returned to the Billboards stage 
after winning the Icon Award last 
year. Th is year, she performed her 
signature song “My Heart Will 
Go On” from the movie Titanic in 
honor of the song’s 20th anniver-
sary. Wearing a stunning long dress 
with large puff ed up shoulders and 
a long v-cut in the front, Dion per-
formed on stage surrounded by 
long strings of pearls, reminiscent 
of the rain. While belting out one of 
the most iconic songs ever written, 
Dion once again showed the world 
that she is a one-of-a-kind talent 
who does not have a match.
Th e person who truly stole the 
show, however, was the recipi-
ent of a long overdue Icon Award: 
Cher. Th e Emmy-, Grammy- and 
Oscar-winning diva performed on 
an award show for the fi rst time in 
more than 15 years, and her return 
was long anticipated. Cher took the 
stage to sing her 1999 best-selling 
single “Believe.” After that, she 
went for a quick change and came 
back to sing “If I Could Turn Back 
Time,” wearing her iconic out-
fi t and a large curly wig from the 
music video, proving that turning 
back time is what she does best. 
Th e award was presented by Gwen 
Stefani.
In her speech, Cher thanked the 
industry, for which she has been 
working for more than 50 years, 
and proudly stated that at the age 
of 71, she could still do a fi ve-min-
ute plank. She received the longest 
standing ovation of the night, as 
the camera showed the audience 
the faces of Cher’s son, Chez Bono, 
and all of the female singers who 
were inspired by a woman who 
changed the world of music.




Th e seventh annual Governors 
Ball Music Festival took over Ran-
dall’s Island during the fi rst week 
of June.
Returning from last year’s edi-
tion of the festival is Gov Ball After 
Dark, a series of late night concerts 
during which several other acts on 
the bill perform full-length shows 
at various clubs across the city.
One of the acts in this year’s 
lineup was acclaimed British rock 
duo Royal Blood, making their sec-
ond Governors Ball appearance.
As part of Gov Ball After Dark, 
the band preceded its main festival 
appearance by playing a sold-out 
late night gig at the Warsaw Ball-
room in Brooklyn on June 4, almost 
two weeks before the release of its 
long-awaited sophomore album, 
How Did We Get So Dark.
Th e night started with a mid-
night performance by Th e Shel-
ters, an up-and-coming indie 
rock act that shares a label with 
Royal Blood.
Shortly before the one-year an-
niversary of its self-titled debut, the 
band reconvened to play the album 
in its entirety at the Warsaw.
While they are primarily an 
alternative rock band, Th e Shel-
ters’ overall sound is a pastiche 
of other genres like blues, coun-
try and heartland rock, which is 
quite fi tting considering their de-
but album was co-produced by 
legendary singer-songwriter-gui-
tarist Tom Petty.
While it is too early to say if they 
will achieve the same amount of 
fame and legacy as other modern 
southern rock bands like Th e Black 
Crowes and Gov’t Mule, the enthu-
siasm and unabashed love for the 
genre that Th e Shelters showed in 
their music quickly won over the 
crowd and got the place amped for 
the headliners.
At 1 a.m., Royal Blood fi nally 
took the stage and despite it being 
very early in the morning, the band 
launched with an incredibly conta-
gious sense of vim and vigor.
While the band has already 
been accustomed to playing stadi-
ums and festivals around the world 
as supporting acts, there was some-
thing about performing in a small 
club like the Warsaw that amplifi ed 
the performers’ talents to a level 
that made it seem like they were 
already headlining stadium shows. 
Th e band’s studio recordings are 
already raw and brash to start with, 
but this time around the songs 
worked a lot better in a live setting, 
almost harkening back to the days 
of classic hard rock staples like Bad 
Company, Deep Purple and Led 
Zeppelin.
With just two members on stage 
throughout the show, Royal Blood 
certainly knows how to do a lot 
with little manpower.
Bass guitarist and vocalist Mike 
Kerr uses an arsenal of eff ects ped-
als and bass amplifi ers to turn his 
bass guitar tone into a monstrous 
guitar tone reminiscent of other 
musicians like the late John Entwis-
tle and Lemmy Kilmister.
His vocal range and swaggering 
stage presence also bears strong 
infl uences from classic singers like 
Roger Daltrey, Robert Plant and 
Paul Rodgers, among many others.
Drummer Ben Th atcher pro-
vides the heavy-handed backbeat 
that puts him as a strong candidate 
for the modern equivalent to clas-
sic drummers like Ian Paice, Mitch 
Mitchell and the late great John 
Bonham.
Th atcher also serves as a sort 
of comic relief for the band. Com-
pared to Kerr’s chatty persona on 
stage, Th atcher is noticeably qui-
eter and opts instead for Charlie 
Chaplin-esque pantomime when-
ever he steps off  his drum kit.
One memorable moment came 
near the end of the show. While 
Kerr launched into an extended 
bass solo, Th atcher climbed to the 
top of a stack of speakers and ex-
tended his arms as if he was going 
to stage dive on the crowd, much to 
the audience’s delight. After leav-
ing them in suspense for a while, he 
climbed back down, thus dashing 
the moment in humorous fashion.
Th e show preceded the re-
lease of the band’s second album. 
As such, several new songs were 
played alongside a near-complete 
performance of the debut album.
Aside from the fi rst two singles 
“Where Are You Now” and “Lights 
Out,” two more album tracks were 
included in the set list, “Hook, Line, 
& Sinker” and “I Only Lie When I 
Love You.”
Despite this set list, the overall 
show ended up being less than an 
hour long, barely longer than Th e 
Shelters’ own set. Looking at the 
band’s back catalog to date, it had 
more than enough recorded mate-
rial for a longer set.
Aside from the fi rst two albums, 
the band also has a handful of non-
album B-sides and several reimag-
ined cover songs it performed on 
BBC. All things considered, the 
show could have easily been at 
least an hour and half long.
Regardless of the shorter than 
expected set, Royal Blood’s grand 
return to the stage, as well as the 
satisfying new album, was defi nite-
ly worth the near two-and-a-half 
year wait.
Royal Blood gives sold out performance at Gov Ball After Dark 
Kerr, pictured above during Royal Blood’s opening for a Foo Fighters concert, is the band’s vocalist and bass guitarist.
WWW.FLICKR.COM
JUNE 19, 2017
DC Cinematic Universe’s Wonder Woman fails to reach full potential
Th e 2016 fi lm, Batman v. Super-
man: Dawn of Justice, contained a 
scene wherein the future members 
of the upcoming Justice League 
were introduced through the con-
tents of a fl ash drive.
Rushed and clunky as the scene 
seemed, it did provide a glimpse 
at the new DC superheroes and a 
hint at the origins of the recently 
introduced Diana Prince through a 
decades-old photo of the costumed 
Prince in World War I.
Th e newly released Wonder 
Woman eff ectively acts as a prequel 
to that photograph and as an ori-
gin story for Prince’s never-named, 
super-heroine identity, Wonder 
Woman.
Th e brief and tenuous feelings of 
connections that led to this movie 
are noticeable. DC Comics is play-
ing catchup to Marvel, with a cin-
ematic universe that was begun fi ve 
years and seven fi lms after the latter. 
Wonder Woman is the fi rst time DC 
fi nds itself on solid footing, follow-
ing three fl ops with a good movie.
Th e movie enters the world of 
Greek mythology on the island of 
Th emyscira, rid of men and full of 
women training in battle in order to 
kill Ares, the god of war.
Th e protagonist, Prince, played 
by Gal Gadot, is something of 
an outsider on this island. She is 
brought into the human world when 
Chris Pine’s character, Steve Trevor, 
crashes and lands off  the coast of 
Th emyscira. With the combination 
of godly origins and a story set dur-
ing a world war, Wonder Woman’s 
plot is somewhat a combination of 
Th or and Captain America: Th e First 
Avenger.
Th ematically, the fi lm capitalizes 
on the fact that it is the fi rst female-
led superhero movie in the DC Cin-
ematic Universe, something Marvel 
has not yet created. Prince is an out-
cast from her own world and is like 
a downright alien in Trevor’s world. 
Th e fact that she is a woman in the 
early 20th century only contributes 
to the exclusion she faces.
Along with Trevor, she goes into 
battle with Sameer, Charlie and 
“Th e Chief,” two of whom are people 
of color with a similar feeling of be-
ing outsiders. Th ough the charac-
ters are not exceedingly fl eshed out, 
there is real camaraderie and the 
ideas are strong.
Th e visuals of the DC Universe 
have tended toward immortalizing 
heroes. Slow-motion and kinetic 
cinematography are used to em-
phasize the legendary status of the 
super-powered protagonists.
Of all the superheroes so far in 
the DC Universe, Wonder Woman 
is the most deserving of this godlike 
visual rendering, especially as she 
belongs in a pantheon, being relat-
ed to Zeus and Hippolyta.
Director Patty Jenkins creates 
this cinematic eff ect, in a way which 
feels more apt than the fetishizing 
treatment by Zach Snyder in Man of 
Steel or Dawn of Justice.
Jenkins utilizes color to distin-
guish place in Wonder Woman. 
Th emyscira is an island of bright 
and summer-like colors that em-
phasize the ideal nature of the land. 
Off  island, the world is in dark blues, 
moody and dark. 
Th e visual highlight of the fi lm is 
the contrast between the dark night 
and the bright, glowing yellow of 
Wonder Woman’s lasso. As beau-
tiful as the colors are, it is disap-
pointing to have yet another super-
hero movie shying away from bright, 
positive colors.
As much as the look may play 
well with the World War I setting, 
Wonder Woman is still reckoning 
with its predecessors, besides being 
its own movie.
Building off  Dawn of Justice, 
the fi lm has some wonderful mu-
sic. Hans Zimmer wrote themes for 
each superhero in the preceding 
fi lm, and Wonder Woman’s music is 
anthem-like.
It has power and edge to it, 
syncing up perfectly with Gadot’s 
unscripted smirk in Dawn of Jus-
tice’s climactic battle. Here, Rupert 
Gregson-Williams takes the pre-ex-
isting musical theme and develops 
it, playing with Eastern tonality and 
speed, among other factors.
Th e music and the visuals all 
contribute to a feeling of something 
epic at work. Prince is powerful, 
fi ghting with sexist generals in a 
boardroom and combatting enemy 
soldiers on the battlefi eld.
When the fi lm has a rating that 
was kept down to PG-13 for young 
girls to enjoy, it is clear that there 
is something important happening 
here with representation. Wonder 
Woman has the agency and inspi-
rational quality to be a powerful 
symbol, the fi lm using its medium 
to create something iconic.
As powerful as the symbol of 
Wonder Woman feels, the movie 
is good, but not great. It is the best 
entry of the DC Cinematic Universe 
so far, but its character sketches, re-
done plot and elements that have 
been seen too many times weigh it 
down from reaching its fullest po-
tential. Origin stories have become 
far too prevalent and superhero 
movies are generally supposed to 
be fun. Th ere is a sense of humor to 
this fi lm, more so than in the previ-
ous fi lms, but to a degree, it is still a 
glum fi lm.
Wonder Woman is an important 
fi lm because of its use of a great fe-
male lead and a move forward from 
DC’s recent past. Th ough the fi lm is 
just explains the plot in a mediocre 
movie, it still is good.
Gadot dazzles and an icon is re-
born. While men get outraged over 
an all-female screening of the fi lm, 
Wonder Woman shows a complex 
reality, where men and women have 




Gadot fi ghts alongside men in a war to end all wars, discovering her full powers and destiny as Wonder Woman. 
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Netflix’s Dear White People sparks conversation about racism
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
When Netfl ix announced its 
production of Dear White People, 
it was hard to imagine a more per-
fect timing or name for a project of 
the sort.
Released on April 28, the Netfl ix 
series is based on the 2014 contro-
versial fi lm of the same title.
Th e transition from one me-
dium to another was smooth and 
effi  cient, as more issues are now 
allowed to be explored without 
being sacrifi ced for the sake of 
screen time.
Th e story follows a group of Af-
rican-American students and their 
struggle at an all-white institution 
for higher education.
It takes place at the imaginary 
Ivy League college Winchester Uni-
versity, where a satirical magazine 
Pastiche, run by white men, hosts 
a blackface party to protest black 
student Samantha White’s contro-
versial campus radio show “Dear 
White People,” where she points 
out the many racist occurrences 
on campus.
Th e party results in a major cri-
sis, with the rest of the show fol-
lowing the characters in their fi ght 
against systematic racism that is 
evidently pointed out through vari-
ous scenes.
Th e range of characters is im-
pressive. White, played by Logan 
Browning, is the voice of protest 
and is the driving force behind all 
the events that take place in the 
series.
Th e ambitious and picture-
perfect Troy Fairbanks, played by 
Brandon Bell, is the student presi-
dent and son of a controlling dean. 
Troy’s girlfriend Coco Conners, 
played by Antoinette Robertson, 
is an apolitical A+ student who is 
more willing to assimilate than 
to fi ght.
Th e young and sexually con-
fused journalist Lionel Higgins, 
played by DeRon Horton, is re-
sponsible for all the major plot 
twists with his bold articles and 
controversial fi ndings.
Each major character is suff er-
ing from an identity crisis, where 
they must make uncomfortable 
decisions that usually involve their 
race and their position in the soci-
ety, adding dimension to every one 
of them.
Th is allows the actors to play 
their roles in a way that is more 
relatable and conventional to the 
audiences.
Th e series consists of 10 epi-
sodes. Each of them, besides the 
fi nale, focuses on a separate char-
acter and his or her perspective on 
the story.
Th is brilliant writing decision 
allows versatility of the narration 
and creates several dimensions to a 
story that brings up issues in a truly 
complex fashion.
Th e title of the series has re-
ceived backlash even before it was 
released, as many people expected 
the show to be a never-ending ti-
rade against the white race.
Although the criticism of white 
liberalism is present, the show 
does much more than explore the 
relevant discrimination of whites 
against blacks.
It focuses more on the issues 
,including black-on-black compe-
tition, the struggle of interracial 
relationships and college corrup-
tion—all issues that are typically 
not raised in the mainstream me-
dia when talking about racism.
Th e one issue that this series 
fails to acknowledge is the ho-
mophobia in the black community. 
Horton’s character is a gay man 
who is crucial to the plot and has 
multiple episodes dedicated to 
him.
Th e show depicts his self-dis-
covery and coming out in a very 
casual manner. However, Dear 
White People is about racial injus-
tices, and sugarcoating his struggle 
as a young gay man of color takes 
away from the overall point of the 
show, as it does not in any way re-
fl ect what is actually happening in 
the world to the black LGBT youth.
But one step at a time and hope-
fully season two will concentrate 
on this topic more.
Th e creator of the original fi lm, 
Justin Simien, returned to write and 
direct three episodes of the series. 
Netfl ix also hired several talented 
directors, including Barry Jen-
kins, the director and writer of the 
Oscar-winning Best Picture fi lm, 
Moonlight.
Jenkins directed the fi fth epi-
sode, which features police bru-
tality and acts as a catalyst for the 
remaining events. Several actors 
including Bell, Marque Richardson 
and Ashley Blaine Featherson re-
prise their roles from the fi lm.
What makes this show unique is 
its humor. Th is is a satirical piece, 
which allows for the overall tone of 
seriousness to be absorbed better. 
Not surprisingly, the satirical way 
of explaining the racial injustice 
ends up being more effi  cient than 
the usual didactic fashion.
In a country where political cor-
rectness became a polarizing wall, 
portraying interracial and intrara-
cial relations with jokes that are not 
politically correct proves to be not 
just funny, but also educational.
Not all jokes land well, but there 
are still some knee slappers that 
will trail in the back of one’s mind 
until the next presidential election.
But the show does fulfi ll its 
underlying purpose. Sam’s radio 
show is targeted toward everybody, 
and the least thing one can do it 
is listen.
Dear White People encourages 
people to listen and acknowledge 
that racism not only exists, but it is 
prospering in many ways that as a 
society we sometimes are just not 
conscious of it.
Th e way this series sparks the 
conversation is innovative and al-
lows for people not just to listen, 
but to engage as well.
Netfl ix’s Dear White People follows a group of African-American students and their struggle at an all-white educational institution.
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Pink Floyd alumnus Waters returns 
with fi rst studio album since 1992
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th roughout the decades, vari-
ous members from the legendary 
progressive rock band Pink Floyd 
have individually done a wide 
range of solo projects outside of 
the band.
One such solo career belongs to 
bassist and primary lyricist Roger 
Waters. After leaving the band ac-
rimoniously in 1983, he released 
several albums of his own to vari-
ous degrees of success, the most 
recent being 1992’s Amused to 
Death.
While he continued with the 
creative and lyrical direction that 
dominated Pink Floyd in the late 
1970s and early 1980s, Waters soon 
found himself playing to smaller 
crowds, while Pink Floyd played 
record-setting stadium tours all 
over the world.
In 1999, four years after Pink 
Floyd fi rst broke up, Waters fi nally 
returned to road with his In the 
Flesh Tour, which mixed together 
solo songs with Pink Floyd’s great-
est hits.
Th e tour became a massive suc-
cess and Waters soon staged sub-
sequent tours based on his past 
experience with the band.
With such a long time on the 
road, Waters was naturally kept 
out of the recording studio to cre-
ate the long-awaited fourth studio 
album.
After years of hyping it up to 
the fans, Waters fi nally got around 
to releasing his fi rst album in 25 
years, Is Th is the Life We Really 
Want? 
In times of political and social 
uncertainty gripping the world, 
this new album could not have 
come at a more appropriate time.
Social commentary and politi-
cally charged lyrics have long de-
fi ned Waters’ lyrical prose, in and 
out of Pink Floyd. 
In a span of 55 minutes, Waters 
airs his personal grievances at the 
military-industrial complex, mil-
lennial culture, organized religion 
and the Trump administration. 
One topic that is strangely omit-
ted is the confl ict in the Middle 
East between Israel and Palestine, 
which Waters very openly discuss-
es. All things considered, the lyrics 
on this album will defi nitely give 
fl ashbacks to Pink Floyd’s 1977 al-
bum, Animals. 
Strangely, while the songs 
seem to have a similar theme all 
throughout, Waters has confi rmed 
that this is actually not a concept 
album, making it the fi rst freeform 
album he has written since Pink 
Floyd released Obscured By Clouds 
in 1972. 
As far as concept records go, it 
has always been a mixed bag when 
it came to Waters. Sometimes it 
worked, like Th e Wall and Th e Pros 
and Cons of Hitch Hiking, and oth-
er times it came short, like Radio 
K.A.O.S. and Th e Final Cut. 
Without being tied to any sort of 
narrative, this album manages to 
fl ow seamlessly and is an easy lis-
tening experience because of how 
it was put together.
Th ough it is not a concept al-
bum, the album does include a 
three-track suite that closes the 
album. 
Surprisingly, these songs are 
optimistic and sweet in subject 
matter and they end the album on 
a very light note. Th is seems to be 
a nod to how Animals bookended 
the harsh political lyrics with a soft 
and tender acoustic love ballad 
from Waters.
Of course, lyrics are just one half 
of the experience when it comes to 
progressive rock. Given Waters’ il-
lustrious past works, there will un-
derstandably be a lot of emphasis 
placed on the overall music. 
For this new album, Waters 
enlisted the production duties of 
Nigel Godrich, best known for co-
producing the bulk of Radiohead’s 
studio discography. In addition to 
production duties, he also con-
tributes additional guitar and key-
boards.
Th roughout his career as a pro-
ducer, Godrich has made it very 
clear that he is a huge Pink Floyd 
fan. Within this new album, vari-
ous tributes to classic Pink Floyd 
are scattered throughout the songs. 
Th e fi rst single, “Smell the Ros-
es,” bears a strong resemblance to 
the song, “Have a Cigar,” due to its 
high emphasis on the funk electric 
piano and bass guitar. 
Th e follow-up single “Deja Vu” 
combines elements of songs like 
“Mother,” “Pigs on the Wing” and 
“Southampton Dock.” 
Several of the songs feature 
sound bites of various samples like 
ticking clocks or BBC news reports, 
harkening back to the legendary 
Dark Side of the Moon album. 
While the largely bleak and cyn-
ical lyrics may not be for everyone, 
Waters has made a long-awaited 
return that expands on his solo ca-
reer while looking back at the band 
that turned him into a worldwide 
fi gure of progressive rock.
Waters recently started the 
promotional tour for the album, 
dubbed Us + Th em. 
He is scheduled to perform four 
shows in the New York metropoli-
tan area at the Barclays Center and 
the new Nassau Coliseum from 
Sept. 11 to 16.
2017 BOOKEXPO &BOOKCONContent by Yelena DzhanovaPhotos by Yelena Dzhanova, Maria Markowicz and Josue Mendez
BookExpo America is a familiar scene to professional readers and those who have built their ca-
reers in publishing and have been surrounded by literature all their lives. For decades, BookExpo has 
traveled around the country hitting major cities such as Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington. Th is 
year, the largest annual book trade fair moved to New York City and attracted well-known publishers 
and long-time readers during its debut at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center from May 31 to June 
2. According to BookExpo’s offi  cial website, the goal is to provide “a focused professional environment 
to discover emerging authors and the next blockbuster titles, engage with the world’s most infl uential 
publishers and learn from industry leaders and peers.”
Th is year, BookExpo was followed directly by BookCon, a bookish event that invites readers to ex-
plore fandoms, pop culture and young adult literature. BookCon debuted in 2014 at the Javits Center, 
boasting impressive fi rst-time panelists such as Cassandra Clare, Tina Fey and R.L. Stine. ReedPop, 
the parent company to large-scale fan events like ComicCon, markets BookCon as “the event where 
storytelling and pop culture collide.” 
Th ough BookExpo generally attracts a professional crowd comprised of librarians, major publish-
ers and serious bloggers, featured panelists are oft en big names who entice those who read exclusively 
for pleasure as well. At both events, readers are encouraged to pick up advance reader copies and 
signed books of upcoming titles. Readers have the option of picking up complimentary merchandise 
such as pens, stickers and tote bags that come directly from exhibitors and show panelists. Participants 
are also encouraged to attend panels, participate in meetups with other fans and talk to publishers and 
literary organizations about helpful resources, techniques and tools. Both events require participants 
to purchase badges to attend. Some special events require the purchase of an extra ticket.
WHAT ARE BOOKEXPO AND BOOKCON ABOUT?
In a low, calm voice, Margaret At-
wood, best-selling author of Th e Hand-
maid’s Tale, spoke of the deconstruction 
of female reproductive rights and an 
oppressive regime. 
She was joined on stage at the Book-
Con panel by showrunner Bruce Miller, 
who produced Hulu’s adaptation of Th e 
Handmaid’s Tale, and moderator Mad-
eline Crum, who is a culture reporter at 
the Huffi  ngton Post.
Th eir discussion started with histori-
cal allusions that worked their way into 
Atwood’s works of literature and gravi-
tated toward the rise of a totalitarian 
empire. Th ough her most famous book 
is a work of science fi ction, Atwood 
makes the claim that real-life policy-
making propelled the core of the story. 
Specifi cally, Atwood referenced 
Adolf Hitler’s rise in Nazi Germany to 
indicate that people must not be under-
estimated. 
“In [Mein Kampf], he said all of the 
things he’d like to do if he got the power 
to do it. Th en he did get the power to 
do them and so he did them. I’ve never 
been a person to believe it can’t happen 
here and I’ve never been a person to 
believe that it’s just funny and a person 
is doing these things just to get votes,” 
Atwood said. “So one question to myself 
was: if America were to have a dictator-
ship, what kind of dictatorship would 
it be?” 
Atwood answered her own question 
with Th e Handmaid’s Tale.
In the Hulu adaptation, Miller is 
conscious that the popular dystopian 
novel has seen several adaptations, 
including a movie and a play. He recog-
nizes that visually portraying the book 
must be done in a non-exploitative 
manner but that he also has the freedom 
to work around the book and analyze 
what is missing. 
Miller chose to focus on the perspec-
tives of varying characters, whereas the 
book is written in fi rst-person perspec-
tive and exclusively focuses on the 
protagonist’s point of view.
Despite holding down lead roles in 
two popular television shows, running 
a production studio and knitting in her 
free time, successful television heroine 
Krysten Ritter constantly fi nds ways 
to occupy herself with other projects. 
Ritter always recognizes when she can 
do more. During the hiatus between 
seasons one and two of Marvel’s “Jessica 
Jones,” Ritter undertook the bold task of 
writing her fi rst novel, Bonfi re, which is 
set to release in November 2017.
In an interview with Abraham 
Riesman on a BookCon panel, Ritter 
discussed the plot of her new thriller 
and how she went about writing it.
Although she favored classic writers 
like Ernest Hemingway and Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky as a child, Ritter grew to 
love what she calls “popcorn books,” or 
newly published hot fi ction. “For me it’s 
become such an escape. I love a book 
that you can read in a weekend, in a day. 
I love just escaping the world,” she said. 
“I love a thriller. If you’re not scared in 
your bed, then something is wrong. I’m 
into that at the moment: a good thriller, 
a good female protagonist.”
Ritter succeeds in replicating the 
characteristics she most loves in a 
thriller in her new novel Bonfi re. She 
describes how she spent most of the 
day “hunkering down” to work on the 
novel, pulling together plot details and 
character development. 
She originally intended the novel to 
be a television mini-series, but she lost 
that dream when she realized that “TV 
is so slow.” Additionally, Ritter’s agent 
heavily critiqued the murder-mystery 
genre she presented to her at the time, 
claiming that the show would not at-
tract viewers. 
“In an act of pure defi ance, I decided 
to try it out as a book. [My agent] said 
yes and loved it,” Ritter said.
When asked how she responds to 
negativity regarding her career, Ritter 
referred to her creative success stories 
and accomplishments that instilled in 
her pride and self-assurance.
Th ough he had prepared notecards, 
Chris Harris, an Emmy-nominated 
writer and an executive producer for 
“How I Met Your Mother,” did not use 
them in his discussion featuring Neil 
Patrick Harris and Lemony Snicket. 
Nonetheless, the conversation among 
the three buzzed with humor and vital-
ity, save for a few moments of awkward 
silence and waiting.
Both Neil and Snicket have chil-
dren’s books coming out soon and both 
books were topics of discussion at their 
BookExpo panel. Th e panel, however, is 
not their only collaborative eff ort. Cur-
rently, they are working on the Netfl ix 
adaptation of A Series of Unfortunate 
Events, where Neil plays the malicious 
Count Olaf who creates plots to steal 
the fortune of the Baudelaire orphans.
“I’ve been such a big fun of the 
Muppet show growing up and “Sesame 
Street.” I liked how the humor was for 
adults and went over the kids’ heads but 
still had a moral value to them,” Neil 
said when asked to describe what he 
likes about working with Snicket’s nov-
els. “Th ere’s a dark humor in your books 
but you still empower kids to want to 
learn more vocabulary and go on a liter-
ary adventure.”
Neil’s new book, Th e Magic Misfi ts, 
tells a tale of a kid magician who runs 
away, discovers like-minded friends and 
rids the town of thieves and crooks. Th e 
book is set to come out in September. 
As a long-time practitioner of magic, 
Neil decided that he wanted his book 
to encourage kids to seek out resources 
and learn tricks on their own, rather 
than divulge precious magical secrets.
When discussing his preferred litera-
ture, Snicket said that he did not fi nd 
much pleasure in fairytales. “I fi nd life 
very bewildering. I think children fi nd 
life very bewildering,” he said. “We have 
a myth in children’s literature that books 
give structure and comfort to children 
and I think it’s the opposite. Th e most 
successful stories acknowledge how 
bewildering the world is.”
MARGARET ATTWOOD
KRYSTEN RITTER
LEMONY SNICKET AND NEIL PATRICK HARRIS
Authors Charlie Jane Anders, Annalee Newitz and 
Malka Older—women who are leaders in the tech revo-
lution in science fi ction—probed into the issues that 
characterize this unstable yet highly advanced society.
Older’s book, Infomocracy, is set 60 years into the 
future while Newitz’s book, Autonomous, is set 150 
years into the future. To create the adapted fi ctional 
world, Newitz compared development between gen-
erations and decided what to preserve and upgrade. 
“I was imagining how many generations there 
would be between me and 150 years from now, and it’s 
four or fi ve generations, depending on how you look at 
it,” Newitz said. “I looked back at history and I won-
dered how diff erent my grandmother’s life was from 
mine and that was a big part of how I contemplated 
that future. My grandmother could have been reading 
Harper’s or Th e Atlantic; some things are still around.”
Anders pointed out that Infomocracy seems per-
sonal and vivid because of the setting. Older attributed 
the abundance of intricate details in the setting to her 
travels, which forced her to experience new foods and 
environments and use her observations to anchor the 
story and give it a more realistic edge despite its genre.
WOMEN IN SCI-FI LITERATURE
Sana Amanat and Nick Lowe, editors at Marvel 
comics, moderated a panel discussion between Jason 
Reynolds, Rainbow Rowell, R.L. Stine and Margaret 
Stohl, all of whom are writing comic books for Marvel.
In Marvel’s Ultimate Universe, Peter Parker died. A 
young man named Miles Morales took up the role of 
Spider-Man and has since become a Marvel fan-favorite. 
Reynolds, a best-selling author, has now acquired the 
chronicles of Morales and is in the process of writing the 
new Spider-Man comic books. Reynolds stressed that 
Morales’ background alters the storyline exceptionally; 
that his black and Puerto Rican heritage infl uence how 
he approaches heroism and changes the community. 
During the panel, Marvel announced that Rowell 
would relaunch “Th e Runaways” series about a group 
of kids who run away aft er realizing that their parents 
formed a supervillain team called Th e Pride. Marvel 
editors chose proud Goosebumps creator Stine to lead 
the upcoming Man-Th ing comic series, a comical ren-
dition of the typical superhero tale. Stohl, who previ-
ously worked on Black Widow comics, has adopted 





All Rights Reserved by Gregory Scott Katsoulis (August 2017)
Upon reaching adulthood, Speth Jime must sign a “Last Day” contract, which ensures that every word and 
gesture becomes trademarked or copyrighted. When a friend commits suicide, Jime goes on a journey of defi ance 
and takes an eternal vow of silence, which leads to immediate backlash and trouble.
Zero Repeat Forever by G.S. Prendergast (August 2017)
Th e end of the world is near and murderous creatures called Nahx have invaded the world. Meanwhile, 
16-year-old Raven darts feelings of helplessness while trapped at a summer camp. She befriends an enemy and the 
two must learn to survive.
Th e Nowhere Girls by Amy Reed (October 2017)
In order to band together against a classmate’s rape, three outsiders collaborate and alter the misogynistic cul-
ture at school in this transforming story. Th e novel is told in alternating perspectives and explores rape culture and 
young girls’ responses to sexuality and violence.
Graphic Novels
Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani (First Second Books)
Priyanka Das has questions about her Indian culture but her 
mother darts each one. When Das fi nds and puts on a pashmina 
she found in a suitcase, she is transported to a magical place that 
allows her to learn more about her mother’s home and her father.
Mis(h)adra by Iasmin Omar Ata (Gallery 13)
Designed to spread awareness about epilepsy, this graphic 
novel is told through the perspective of an Arab-American boy 
named Isaac who suff ers from epileptic seizures and works to cre-
ate balance between his daily life and medical condition.
Good Night Planet by Liniers (Toon Books)
Th is graphic novel outlines the story of Planet, a young girl’s 
stuff ed animal, that becomes active during the nighttime, be-
friending a dog and fulfi lling adventures. 
 
New Releases from Favorite Authors
Dog Man: A Tale of Two Kitties by Dav Pilkey (August 2017)
Pilkey’s timeless and excessively charming tales never fail; this 
time, Dog Man must step up to save L’il Petey, a kitten brought 
to life by Petey the Cat, from trouble. Join George and Harold on 
another fun adventure with Dog Man.
Mrs. Fletcher by Tom Perrotta (August 2017)
Tom Perrotta, of the best-selling short story collection Bad 
Haircut, has released a hilarious novel that centers around a 
middle-aged woman named Eve who decides to explore her sexu-
ality once her son leaves for college.
Expelled by James Patterson (October 2017)
Will Foster managed an anonymous Twitter account until 
someone posted a photo that got him expelled from school and 
devastated his future. Patterson creates an unraveling story full of 
suspense and twists.
Books from Unexpected Authors
American Drift er by Chad Michael Murray (November 2017)
In an attempt to escape his post-traumatic stress disorder, veteran River Roulet fl ees to Rio de Janeiro and 
encounters a city vibrant with life and energy. He meets Natal, a journalist who lives with a powerful gangster. As 
Natal and Roulet try to escape together and further their romance, they fi nd themselves in a chase with the drug 
lord and the Brazilian government.
Bonfi re by Krysten Ritter (November 2017)
Abby Williams thought she abandoned her small hometown of Barrens, Indiana for good, but a new case has 
called her back. She has been tasked with the investigation of Optimal Plastics, which traces back to the biggest 
scandal in town from over a decade ago that involved a disappearance and her childhood friends.
Th e Magic Misfi ts by Neil Patrick Harris (November 2017)
Kid magician Carter unexpectedly fi nds friends aft er he runs away, but he encounters a crook and his crew who 
steal from the town mercilessly. Carter meets fi ve other kids who share a passion for magic and together, through 
teamwork and magic, they work to save the town from the thieves.
A new novel from Amy Reed that transcends into a 
powerful tale of alliance, bravery and friendship.
Krysten Ritter’s new novel, a crime story, thrills and pulls 
readers into an unexpected rural America.
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
With the summer season ap-
proaching, fi rst and third-party 
developers are preparing to launch 
remastered versions of old titles, 
sequels to popular series and some 
heavily anticipated titles.
Long-time gamers have sev-
eral titles to which they can look 
forward. Vicarious Visions has an-
nounced a remake of one of the 
most beloved franchises from the 
original PlayStation.
From 1996 to 1999, Naughty 
Dog helped to shape the 3-D plat-
forming genre with the “Crash 
Bandicoot N. Sane Trilogy,” long 
before earning critical acclaim for 
their subsequent series like “Jak & 
Daxter and Uncharted 4: A Th ief’s 
End.” Th e franchise took an ex-
tended hiatus in 2010, but now the 
“Crash Bandicoot N. Sane Trilogy” 
collection marks its return.
Aside from new 4K HD graph-
ics and a remastered soundtrack, 
several brand new features have 
been added to the three titles. Uni-
fi ed checkpoints, pause menus 
and save systems—both manual 
and automatic—and time trials, 
features will be implemented in 
the fi rst two titles. Originally, they 
were introduced in the third game, 
“Warped.” Th e remastered titles will 
be released exclusively for PlaySta-
tion 4 on June 30.
One of Nintendo’s most promis-
ing new franchises for the brand’s 
home consoles is “Splatoon,” a 
third-person shooter that features 
human-squid hybrids shooting 
paint from a wide variety of weap-
ons in a turf war. While the origi-
nal game was intended to be the 
defi ning title for the Wii U during 
its original 2015 release, Nintendo 
hopes that Switch will have similar 
success. Other than an enhanced 
port of “Mario Kart 8” being re-
leased in April, this is the Switch’s 
fi rst AAA exclusive since the release 
of “Legend of Zelda: Breath of the 
Wild” in March.
Th e gameplay of “Splatoon 2” 
is largely similar to the fi rst game. 
As expected, several new weapons 
will be available for players to use 
against their opponents in the turf 
war. In addition, a new multiplayer 
mode is being introduced, Salmon 
Run. In this mode, up to four play-
ers team up in co-op gameplay 
to tackle waves of enemies in one 
map. Th ere is once again a main 
campaign mode that sees the play-
er go through levels fi ghting the 
evil Octarians from the fi rst game. 
“Splatoon 2” is scheduled to be re-
leased on July 21.
With the release of “Uncharted 
4: A Th ief’s End,” Naughty Dog 
has eff ectively brought the saga of 
treasure hunter Nathan Drake to its 
conclusion. Th e studio, however, is 
taking the series out for one more 
adventure with “Th e Lost Legacy.” 
While it is technically a piece of 
downloadable content for “A Th ief’s 
End,” Naughty Dog is treating it like 
a new game all together, much like 
it did with “Th e Last of Us” expan-
sion pack, “Left Behind: Eternal 
Forces.” Th is new storyline centers 
on the adventures of two second-
ary characters from the games, 
treasure hunter Chloe Frazer and 
mercenary Nadine Ross. Consider-
ing Naughty Dog’s track record of 
delivering games with a cinematic 
fl air, this title looks to be another 
addition to its legacy. Th e pack will 
be available as a standalone down-
load, and owners of the base game 
can also purchase it on Aug. 22.
If there was ever a franchise that 
had a roller coaster track record of 
quality games, it would defi nitely 
be Sega’s “Sonic the Hedgehog.” 
While the series’ 25th anniver-
sary was celebrated without a new 
main title, Sega has decided to 
make it up to fans by releasing two 
mainstream “Sonic” games for the 
fi rst time since “Sonic 3 & Knuck-
les” was released in 1994. Th e fi rst 
game, “Sonic Mania,” is a love let-
ter to its golden days on the Sega 
Genesis. Th is is the fi rst 2-D game 
in the series since the “Sonic the 
Hedgehog 4” duology was released 
in 2010 and 2012.
While those games mixed clas-
sic and modern gameplay elements 
from the series’ history, “Sonic Ma-
nia” will directly pick up where the 
Sega Genesis left off . In addition to 
the classic gameplay style, “Sonic 
Mania” will recreate the classic 
visual style of the 16-bit era with 
HD sprites and retro backgrounds. 
Several classic levels, including the 
iconic Green Hill Zone from the 
original “Sonic,” will be returning. 
Th ere will also be several new ad-
ditions to make the levels fresh for 
both long-time fans and newcom-
ers.
In addition to Sonic the Hedge-
hog playing the Blue Blur, Sonic 
the Hedgehog’s beloved support-
ing cast, Miles “Tails” Prower and 
Knuckles the Echidna, will be avail-
able as playable characters. Each 
will retain their move sets from the 
Genesis titles.
For the fi rst time in the series’ 
history, Sonic Team will have no 
involvement in the game’s devel-
opment. Helming the game are 
two American studios: Pagoda 
Studios and Headcannon. Th e 
lead programmer is Christian “Tax-
man” Whitehead, who previously 
released several updated ports of 
classic “Sonic” games for mobile 
devices. Th e game is slated to be 
released on Aug. 15.
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Humans are motivated to con-
sole victims of robberies out of 
empathy, according to a study pub-
lished in the journal “PLOS ONE.” 
Th is post-aggression consolation 
behavior is also seen in chimpan-
zees.
Th e ability to console is viewed 
as a human achievement in the 
social philosophy fi eld. Social phi-
losophy states that consolation al-
leviates uneasiness and functions 
because of empathy and trust. 
While there are widespread publi-
cations on the philosophical nature 
of consolation, there are few stud-
ies that focus on human adult con-
solation in uncontrolled settings. 
Th is indicates how challenging it 
is to discreetly observe natural hu-
man behavior.
Yet, in nonhuman primates, 
consolation was fi rst seen in chim-
panzees. Consoling behavior in 
nonhuman primates noticeably re-
duces anxiety in victims of violent 
attacks, especially in the instance 
that an impartial bystander starts 
open contact with a victim of ag-
gression. Chimpanzees off er con-
solation by hugging and kissing the 
victim.
Since the ape species are simi-
lar to humans, researchers have 
set out to examine post-aggres-
sion behavior in adults. Th e po-
lice departments of Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam allowed authors of 
the study to see unedited closed-
circuit TV footage of events that 
the police had ranked as robbery 
or attempted robbery. A robbery 
is categorized as an event where 
goods or money are taken by force 
or by threat of force. Retrieving the 
footage was permitted if the data 
were not openly shared and under 
the condition that the names of the 
people in the footage would not be 
revealed.
Videos where images were un-
focused or when communication 
among people was inadequate 
were removed from the data. Th e 
fi nal study included 22 cases, and 
the shortest video was 14 seconds 
long.
Two observers saw and inde-
pendently converted the videos 
using the Observer XT program. 
Prior to the study, the two observ-
ers completed two days of Observer 
XT training and were instructed to 
report on three factors: the number 
of people involved in the repercus-
sions, the purpose of the location—
such as a supermarket or hotel 
lobby—and the size of the setting, 
classifi ed as “large” if it would take 
a typical person over fi ve seconds 
to walk from one side to the other, 
or “small” in other cases.
Th e fi rst documented individual 
trait of interest was the level of vic-
timization the person endured dur-
ing the robbery. Th ese traits includ-
ed whether the person stood near 
the felon, received only a threat, 
experienced physical force, expe-
rienced both threat and physical 
force or none of the aforementio-
end. Individual traits also encom-
passed whether the person was 
an employee or a customer—this 
stemmed from clothing, the type 
of activity the person exhibited or 
the position in the room, such as 
behind a desk.
It also included whether the 
person was male or female, the ap-
proximate age of the person and 
the ethnic origin of the person, de-
rived by their hair and skin color.
At the incident level, there were 
22 recordings of the repercussions 
of the robbery. Th e average time 
period of the 22 recordings was 94 
seconds. Th e average number of 
people present in the aftermath of 
the robberies was 11. Th e average 
number of customers was 7.5, and 
the average number of employees 
was 3.6.
At the individual level, the foot-
age included 249 people—132 
males and 117 females. Of that, 166 
were customers, 79 were employ-
ees and four were individuals who 
could not be recognized as either 
employees or customers.
Th e results revealed that 38 of 
the 249 people off ered consolation 
to others, and 24 received conso-
lation from others. Females were 
more expected to off er consola-
tion than males, as the likelihood of 
consolation was 2.7 percent higher 
when the prospective recipient was 
female. However, females were not 
more likely to receive consolation 
than males, which defi es previous 
studies that implied diff erent gen-
der roles. Th e likelihood of receiv-
ing consolation grew by a factor of 
36.3 percent for victims of either 
force or threat with a weapon.
Science & Technology
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‘The Lost Legacy’ DLC, ‘Warped’ slated for summer release
PlayStation 4 and Nintendo will release titles, such as “Splatoon 2” and “Warped,” during the upcoming summer months.
NICOLE PUNG | THE TICKER
Post-aggression behavior in humans reveals their empathy levels
NICOLE PUNG | THE TICKER
In a Dutch study, adults consoled victims of robberies. This post-aggression behavior indicated that they have the same level of empathy as chimpanzees. 
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Scientists have underestimated 
the dangers of nitrogen oxide emis-
sions, according to a University of 
Innsbruck study. Traffi  c in Europe 
has contributed to nitrogen oxide 
pollution to rise by up to a factor of 
four.
Th e nitrogen cycle, a process 
during which atmospheric nitro-
gen and nitrogenous elements are 
changed into materials that can 
be used by plants, is important for 
monitoring ozone in the lower at-
mosphere. Sudden industrializa-
tion and changes in agriculture 
have contributed to a growth of 
atmospheric nitrogen oxide in the 
20th century.
Nitrogen oxide pollution is now 
unfolding as the chief environ-
mental issue in Europe. Nitrogen 
oxide is characterized as a danger-
ous air pollutant that also causes 
ground level ozone to increase. 
While multiple European cities are 
already violating EU safety regula-
tions regarding nitrogen oxide, this 
occurrence is not limited to urban 
regions anymore. 
Rural areas have levels of ni-
trogen oxide that match those 
of urban areas. In Innsbruck, an 
Austrian city where the study was 
conducted, the standard level of 
nitrogen oxide is 36 times higher 
than the recent emission policy de-
scribed in the Clean Air Act in the 
United States.
Th ese violations in Europe can 
be traced back to the popularity of 
diesel cars: 55 percent of recently 
registered vehicles in the European 
Union were activated by diesel fuel 
in 2012, with 30 percent of drivers 
in Germany owning a diesel car 
and 70 percent in France. 
\Th e exhaust from the gasoline-
activated engines ruin the ozone 
layer, since there is an extreme air-
fuel ratio during combustion.
Scientists led by Th omas Karl 
from the Institute of Atmospheric 
and Cryospheric Sciences at the 
University of Innsbruck set out to 
analyze the major polluters of ni-
trogen oxide emissions. 
Th e chosen location of the study 
was Innsbruck at the center of the 
Inn Valley, which sits as one of the 
most crucial Alpine crossing posi-
tions for the movement of goods 
between Northern and Southern 
Europe. An annual 6 million vehi-
cles pass through the valley, which 
is about 10 kilometers wide and en-
closed by mountain ranges about 
2.5 kilometers high.
Th e team used the eddy-covari-
ance method, or a procedure that 
measures and tallies vertical rough 
fl uctuation within atmospheric 
border coverings. Th is method 
enabled the scientists to track the 
level of gases in the air. Th is helped 
them to discover the emissions in 
metropolitan regions.
“We continuously measure the 
concentration of carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen oxide and volatile organic 
compounds at our urban obser-
vatory in Innsbruck. We record 
36,000 data points per hour,” Karl 
explained.
Th e team received data from 
the statistical procedures. Th e data 
was taken from a radius of approxi-
mately one kilometer of the evalu-
ation site.
Th e results revealed that there 
was a link between carbon diox-
ide and nitrogen oxide ratios. Th e 
amount of nitrogen oxide emis-
sions correlative to carbon dioxide 
from road traffi  c was 50 to 70 per-
cent higher.
Varying combustion and ex-
haust produced notably higher 
nitrogen oxide/carbon dioxide 
emission correlation for diesel-
generated cars than for gasoline. 
Th e typical present-day Austrian 
car released a factor of eight to 10 
more nitrogen oxide than Euro 
emission regulations. When con-
sidering the diff erences in fuel 
economy between European and 
U.S. cars, this Austrian car factor 
reveals that there are more nitro-
gen oxide emissions per traveled 
distance than the up-to-date estab-
lished emission regulations.
Scientists also investigated dif-
ferences in weekend and weekday 
traffi  c. In Austria, heavy-duty ve-
hicle traffi  c is prohibited between 
4 p.m. on Saturday and 11 p.m. on 
Sunday and on public holidays be-
tween midnight and 11 p.m.
Th e data illustrated that there 
were fewer vehicles on Saturdays 
than on weekdays, as levels of ben-
zene and toluene, two liquid chem-
icals that are used to make fuel for 
automobiles, dropped.
As a result, local ozone creation 
can rise by 39 to 70 percent when 
nitrogen oxide decreases in Inns-
bruck. It will be reduced between 
70 to 85 percent when carbon diox-
ide is reduced.
By tracking carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere, scientists were 
able to explain why the levels of 
nitrogen oxide barely decreased 
since the Euro emission standards 
were created in Central Europe.
While diesel cars may withstand 
carbon dioxide releases through 
superior fuel economy better than 
gasoline activated cars, they con-
tribute to an extensive nitrogen ox-
ide pollution issue in Europe.
Because of the increasing ni-
trogen oxide pollution, driving 
prohibitions and speed limits were 
added to the Austrian Clean Air 
Protection Act.
In the future, scientists wish to 
examine the eff ects of the highways 
in the Lower Inn Valley, conduct 
studies in Innsbruck during the 
winter months and inspect the ef-
fect of agricultural events.
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Traffic in Europe contributes to high levels of nitrogen oxide
The popularity of diesel cars in Europe has led to an increase in nitrogen oxide pollution by up to a factor of four, according to a study conducted by the University of Innsbruck.
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BY JONATHAN SPERLING
MARKETING DIRECTOR
A refurbished SpaceX Dragon 
cargo ship successfully reached 
the international space station 
earlier this month, marking the 
fi rst time that a Dragon spacecraft 
was fl own after already having al-
ready been used once.
A Dragon spacecraft, which in 
2012 became the fi rst commercial 
spacecraft to carry cargo to the in-
ternational space station and safe-
ly return cargo to Earth, launched 
from SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket on 
Saturday, June 3. 
Th e spacecraft arrived at the 
international space station on the 
morning of Monday, June 5, where 
it was promptly captured and at-
tached to the station by astronauts 
operating a 57.7-foot-long robotic 
arm. 
Among the cargo transported 
by the spacecraft was approxi-
mately 6,000 pounds of supplies 
and equipment, which will go to-
ward supporting dozens of science 
and research investigations within 
the international space station.
Th e launch was conducted as 
part of SpaceX’s 11th Commercial 
Resupply Services mission, which 
the corporation performs under 
contract to NASA. Two similar 
cargo missions will be carried out 
later in August and November. Th e 
same spacecraft was fl own during 
the fourth iteration of SpaceX’s 
Commercial Resupply Services 
mission in 2014.
Th e Dragon’s refl ight is a signif-
icant feat for SpaceX, a corporation 
that has aimed to introduce more 
cost-eff ective means of transpor-
tation to the world of spacefl ight. 
According to SpaceX, the corpora-
tion is currently collaborating with 
NASA. Th e Dragon’s fi rst manned 
test fl ight is on track to take place 
in 2018.
Located on each Dragon space-
craft is also DragonLab, a free-fl y-
ing microgravity laboratory that 
facilitates research independently 
of the international space station. 
Th e unmanned platform allows 
for the transportation of experi-
ments, instruments, payloads and 
sensors between space and Earth. 
Th e lab can also contain instru-
ments and sensor testing, as well 
as space physics and relativity ex-
periments, among other research 
methods. Due to the fact that the 
Dragon can stay in orbit for up to 
two years, the longevity of such ex-
periments can be ensured.
Th is Dragon spacecraft made 
use of the same hull and most of 
the same parts that were used in 
its 2014 launch. SpaceX did, how-
ever, install a new heat shield and 
parachutes on the spacecraft be-
fore its most recent launch. 
Other similar supply ships can-
not be reused because they cannot 
survive re-entry into the Earth’s at-
mosphere since they are prone to 
burning up. Other rocket manu-
facturers simply dispose of their 
ships in the ocean. 
“It’s starting to feel kinda nor-
mal to reuse rockets. Good. Th at’s 
how it is for cars & airplanes and 
how it should be for rockets,” said 
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk in a tweet 
composed on June 3.
Still, SpaceX has a long way to 
go before it can begin providing 
relatively low-cost space transpor-
tation for good.
An extensive series of inspec-
tions and tests that must be per-
formed on recycled parts can 
prove costly, despite SpaceX tak-
ing every precaution in ensuring 
that its space crafts are safe and 
functional.
SpaceX’s Dragon safely 
returns cargo to Earth
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SPORTS EDITOR
Stephen Curry, Kevin Du-
rant, Draymond Green, Kyrie Ir-
ving, LeBron James, Kevin Love, 
J.R. Smith, Klay Th ompson; these 
names signify one thing. Th ey sig-
nify the clash of the titans—the 
Cleveland Cavaliers versus the 
Golden State Warriors—in the 
NBA Finals. For the third straight 
year, NBA fans were treated to a 
battle between the NBA’s two fi nest 
teams.
Th e Warriors cruised to a 73-9 
record last season, the best regu-
lar season record in league history. 
Stephen Curry was named the fi rst 
unanimous MVP in NBA history, 
and the Warriors were poised to 
become repeat champions, and go 
into the record books as arguably 
the greatest team ever.
In the 2016 Western Conference 
Finals, the Warriors hit a roadblock 
as they faced off  against Durant, 
Russel Westbrook and the Okla-
homa City Th under. Th e Th under 
jumped out to a 3-1 series lead, 
but the Warriors rallied to take the 
series away from the Th under, and 
clinch a spot in the NBA Finals, thus 
sealing another year Durant would 
have to wait for a championship 
opportunity. Th e Warriors would 
go on to squander a 3-1 series lead 
to the Cavaliers, who, led by James, 
would take home their fi rst cham-
pionship in franchise history. Du-
rant became a free agent, and the 
courting process began. Durant 
announced he would be joining 
the team he was unable to beat, the 
Golden State Warriors, on July 4. A 
former MVP was added to a 73-9 
team, creating an absolute “super 
team” in the Western Conference, a 
team out for vengeance against the 
Cavaliers.
Th e Cavaliers looked to defend 
their crown after they took home 
their fi rst NBA championship after 
shocking the Warriors. Th e team 
fi nished 51-31, good for second 
place in the Eastern Conference 
behind the Boston Celtics. How-
ever, the Cavs struggled at times 
this season. Rumors circulated that 
James needed more superstar sup-
port around him, despite the fact 
that the Cavs are the defending 
champions with three superstars in 
their own right with Irving, James 
and Love. Th ough they had their 
struggles, the Cavs went 12-1 in 
the playoff s en route to their third 
straight fi nals appearance. Th e 
Warriors, on the other hand, picked 
up where they left off  after last sea-
son. After a 67-15 regular season 
record, the Warriors cruised to the 
top seed and through the playoff s, 
fi nishing 12-0 en route to their third 
straight fi nals matchup against the 
Cavs. Th e matchup the world was 
waiting for was fi nally upon us.
Th e Warriors jumped out to a 3-0 
series lead, dismantling the Cavs in 
Games 1 and 2, and staging an epic 
Game 3 comeback. Golden State 
won Game 1 113-91, and Durant 
took advantage of his fi rst Finals 
appearance since 2012, fi nishing 
with 38 points. In Game 2, he fi n-
ished with 33 points as the Warriors 
his 18 3-pointers as part of a 132-
113 obliteration of the Cavaliers. In 
Game 3, the Cavaliers looked to fi -
nally right the ship at home, as they 
had a 113-107 lead late into the 
game. Th e Warriors would then go 
on an 11-0 run, with Durant nailing 
a dagger 3-pointer in James’ face to 
seal a win and jump out to a com-
manding 3-0 lead.
It looked like the series was over 
for the Cavs, but they would not 
back down. In Game 4, the Cava-
liers hit a Finals record 24 3-point-
ers, Irving scored 40 points and 
James fi nished with 31 points, 10 
rebounds and 11 assists along the 
way to a 137-116 win over Golden 
State.
It looked as if the Warriors may 
have their work cut out for them, 
as they learned the hard way that a 
3-1 series lead is never safe. Th ere 
would be no cause for worry how-
ever, as the Warriors won a thrilling 
Game 5 129-120 behind Durant’s 
39 points and Curry’s 34 points. Th e 
Cavaliers had proven to be a huge 
challenge for the Warriors, as they 
jumped out to a large lead, and 
came back from a 17-point defi cit. 
Th e Cavs were unable to make their 
key shots or make stops late in the 
game, leading to a thrilling War-
riors win. Kevin Durant was named 
Finals MVP with fi ve straight 
30-point games, and fi nally won his 
fi rst title in his 10th year as a pro.
Th e Warriors are on top of 
the NBA once again. Th e newly 
crowned champs will look to de-
fend their title, while King James 
and his Cavaliers look to exact re-





Th e NFL off -season is coming to 
a close. With most teams’ acquisi-
tions fi nalized and the 2017 draft in 
the books, the team training camp 
rosters are nearly complete as off -
season workouts approach. Most 
teams have begun their off -season 
training activities, ready to kick off  
the 2017 NFL Season. In the Big Ap-
ple, it has been a tale of two teams 
as the Jets and Giants have very dif-
ferent outlooks for their seasons.
Th e Jets entered the off season 
with a bleak forecast for the future 
and they came out looking even 
worse. Gang Green parted with al-
most all of their veteran talent. Th e 
team released Brandon Marshall, 
its top wide receiver, who will be 
staying in the Meadowlands, as he 
signed with the Giants days after 
his release. Th e team also parted 
with seven-time Pro Bowlers Dar-
relle Revis and Nick Mangold, who 
both remain unsigned. Finally, the 
team released former Pro Bowl re-
ceiver Eric Decker and linebacker 
David Harris, who remains second 
all-time in team tackles. Th ese re-
leases freed up cap space for the 
future, which allowed the team to 
sign on new players such as quar-
terback Josh McCown and corner-
back Morris Claiborne. Both are 
solid players, yet are injury-prone.
While their off -season was 
bleak, the Jets had a strong draft as 
they drafted star safety Jamal Ad-
ams and speedy wide out ArDarius 
Stewart. It is hard to believe that 
this roster has been constructed 
to win with several question marks 
at key positions, and it seems as if 
the Jets will be playing for a pick in 
the 2018 draft instead of playing for 
a championship. Th e team is cur-
rently undergoing organized team 
activities and is set to begin man-
datory minicamp on June 13.
While the Jets had a rough off -
season, the Giants’ off -season was 
largely a success. Th ey made sever-
al improvements while keeping the 
teams core intact, fortifying a team 
that made the playoff s this past sea-
son. Big Blue used the draft to add 
weapons for the Eli Manning-led 
off ense. Tight end Evan Ingram and 
running back Wayne Gallman look 
to shine in their rookie seasons, 
and look to uplift an off ense that 
had a rough fi nish to the 2016 sea-
son. While the team lost defensive 
tackle Johnathan Hankins in free 
agency, it immediately replaced 
him with second round draft pick 
Dalvin Tomlinson. It also looked to 
the future of the off ense by drafting 
University of California quarter-
back Davis Webb, who will presum-
ably be the quarterback once Man-
ning retires.
Finally, the Giants made a splash 
in free agency, as they acquired 
Marshall, whom they signed away 
from the Jets, and off ensive tackle 
D.J. Fluker, whom they signed away 
from the Chargers. Th ey hope these 
two free agent acquisitions will 
bolster the off ense, and lead them 
deep into the playoff s.
For all the good the Giants have 
experienced this off season, the 
story of the Giants’ organized team 
activities is the absence of star wide 
receiver Odell Beckham Jr., who 
claims to be working on his own. 
While he has been absent, the team 
expects him to show up at manda-
tory minicamp.
Other teams around the league 
have had very productive off -sea-
sons, starting with the defending 
Super Bowl Champion New Eng-
land Patriots.
Th e best team in the league 
got even better this off -season, as 
they traded their fi rst-round pick 
for the New Orleans Saints’ for-
mer top receiver Brandon Cooks. 
Th e team also resigned defensive 
captain Dont’a Hightower, as well 
as acquired cornerback Stephon 
Gilmore and tight end Dwayne Al-
len. Th e defending champions are 
looking to become the fi rst repeat 
champions in the NFL, since they 
did so in 2003 and 2004, and cer-
tainly have the roster to do so.
Teams elsewhere also made 
huge season-defi ning signings and 
moves this off -season. On the West 
Coast, the Oakland Raiders signed 
running back Marshawn Lynch out 
of retirement. Lynch was a touch-
down machine for the Seattle Se-
ahawks and helped lead the team 
to a Super Bowl victory in 2013, and 
an appearance in 2014. Th e Raiders 
are hoping he can do the same for 
them, as they have built a very simi-
lar team to the Seattle’s Super Bowl 
team. Also, in the NFC North, the 
Green Bay Packers signed star Mar-
tellus Bennett, six-time Pro Bowl 
guard Jahri Evans and cornerback 
Davon House.
Th e free agent splash the Pack-
ers made is very unusual, as they 
usually choose to build through 
the draft. Th e free agents, as well 
as the rookies from a strong draft 
class look to lead Aaron Rodgers 
to his second Super Bowl appear-
ance. Finally, the Saints signed 
future Hall of Fame running back 
Adrian Peterson, the Seahawks 
signed running back Eddie Lacy, 
the Cowboys released Tony Romo, 
who will be joining Jim Nantz in the 
CBS Broadcasting booth and the 
Bears released Jay Cutler, who will 
be joining the Fox for NFL Color 
Commentary.
Th is NFL off -season was a busy 
one. Teams can fi nally focus on 
game plans, strategies and con-
ditioning as the 2017 NFL Season 
nears. Th e NFL off -season is almost 
over, and kick off  is coming soon.
The Jets and Giants approached the off season in diff erent ways, with the Jets looking to rebuild while the Giants look to retool.
Curry, Durant and Warriors fi nd redemption after 2016 fi nals collapse by defeating the Cavs in game four, Durant was named MVP after fi ve straight 30-point games.
WWW.SPORTBET.COM
NFL teams prepare for 2017 season as camp starts to approach
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Golden State defeats Cleveland in 5 games to win 2017 NBA Finals
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Th e 2017 NHL season has come 
to a close, and the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins stand on top of the NHL for 
the second straight year. Th e Sid-
ney-Crosby led squad won their 
second straight Stanley Cup on 
June 11, after defeating the Nash-
ville Predators 2-0 in Game 6. Th e 
series was hard fought , but the 
Pens were able to get it done where 
and when it counted, thrusting 
them into victory.
Th e Penguins came into the sea-
son as favorites to win the Stanley 
Cup, and lived up to their expecta-
tions. While they fi nished second 
in the Metropolitan Division, they 
were able to defeat division rivals, 
the Columbus Blue Jackets and 
Washington Capitals, in the fi rst 
and second rounds, respectively. 
After a thrilling seven-game series 
victory over the Ottawa Senators 
in the Eastern Conference Finals, 
the champs clinched a Stanley Cup 
Final spot against the Western Con-
ference Champions, the Nashville 
Predators.
Th e Predators had a much dif-
ferent story this season. While they 
were expected to make the playoff s, 
no one expected them to go on the 
run they did. Th ey fi nished fourth 
in the Central Division and eighth 
in the Western Conference.
Th at would not stop the Preds 
from sweeping the top-seeded Chi-
cago Blackhawks in the fi rst round 
of the playoff s. Th is was the fi rst 
time an eighth-seeded team swept 
a top-seeded team in North Ameri-
can professional sports history, 
which ignited the Preds for a run to 
the Stanley Cup for the fi rst time in 
their 18-year history.
Th e series was hard-fought and 
full of energy. Th ough the teams 
had almost polar opposite sea-
sons, they looked as if they were 
perfect complements to each other 
through the fi rst four games.
In Game 1, the Predators held 
the Penguins to a mere 12 shots, 
compared to their own 26. How-
ever, the Pens were able to score 
fi ve goals compared to the Preds’ 
three, and came out with a Game 1 
victory.
Th e game was a thriller, as the 
Preds tied the game 13:29 into the 
third period after trailing 3-0, but 
the Pens rattled off  goals at 16:43 
and 18:58 to clinch the victory. 
Game 2 was a much more lopsid-
ed aff air, as the Pens defeated the 
Preds 4-1.
With the series moving to Nash-
ville, P.K. Subban knew he needed 
to provide a spark for the team, and 
did just that. guaranteeing a Game 
3 win at home. He, his team and the 
hometown fans did not disappoint, 
as they won both Games 3 and 4, 
5-1 and 4-1, respectively. While it 
looked like the momentum had 
shifted in the series, it would not 
last long.
Pittsburgh hosted Game 5, and 
the Penguins did not disappoint 
the home crowd, as they absolutely 
dismantled the Predators in their 
6-0 victory. 
Th e Penguins led the series 3-2, 
and one more win would clinch 
their fi rst back-to-back champion-
ships since current owner and Hall 
of Famer Mario Lemieux led the 
Pens to consecutive Stanley Cup 
Championships in 1990 and 1991. 
Th e series returned to Nashville, 
where the Penguins would clinch 
their second straight champion-
ship after defeating the Preds 2-0. 
Nashville went 0-4 on the power 
play, as well as had a no-goal call 
against them early in the second 
period, which the Penguins capi-
talized on in order to win their fi fth 
Stanley Cup. Sidney Crosby won 
the Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff  
MVP for the second year in a row.
Led by rookie goalie Matt Mur-
ray, future Hall of Famers Crosby 
and Evgeni Malkin, veteran Phil 
Kessel, and young talent such as 
Jake Guentzel and Patric Hornqvist, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins success-
fully defended their crown to be-
come the fi rst repeat Stanley Cup 
champions since the 1997 and 1998 
Detroit Red Wings, as well as the 
fi rst back-to-back champions of the 
salary-cap era.
Th e Pittsburgh Penguins are 
undisputedly the best team in the 
NHL once again, and stand tall 
above the rest of the league. Now, 
they look to defend their crown 
yet again in what should be a great 
2017-2018 season.
The defending Stanley Cup Champions were able to reclaim their spot atop the NHL, as the Pittsburgh Penguins defeated the Nashville Predators to claim fi fth title.
Penguins defeat Predators in 6, defend Stanley Cup champion title
WWW.TOPBET.EU
Th e early returns have been nothing but 
positive for the New York Yankees in 2017. 
Th e Bronx Bombers have defi ed even the 
most optimistic of preseason projections by 
sitting in fi rst place for much of the season. 
Led by rookie right fi elder Aaron Judge, the 
Yankees off ense has been scoring runs at a 
pace not seen since the days of the perenni-
ally contending teams of the 2000s. 
While Judge has gotten all the attention, 
the Bombers have received contributions 
from all over the diamond. Brett Gardner, 
his counterpart in left fi eld, has hit home 
runs at a frantic pace and seems poised to 
set a new career high. Th e resurgence of 
power from Gardner and the emergence of 
rookie sensation Judge have been pleasant 
surprises from the Bombers. However, one 
could argue that no Yankee has been a big-
ger surprise than outfi elder Aaron Hicks. 
Hicks, a former fi rst-round draft pick of 
the Minnesota Twins, had an abysmal fi rst 
season in the Bronx in 2016, struggling 
mightily while serving as backup for Carlos 
Beltran. Now, only about a quarter into the 
2017 season, Hicks has been a model of con-
sistency and has already surpassed his 2016 
off ensive totals. On any given night, he is 
capable of beating teams with his powerful 
bat, his blazing speed and his solid defense 
in center fi eld. Hicks’ performance thus far 
has been so strong, that it will likely lead to 
his continued starting in center, even after 
former All-Star Jacoby Ellsbury returns from 
injury.
On the mound, the Yankees have received 
more than they could have ever hoped from 
rookie left-hander Jordan Montgomery. Th e 
lefty did not win a spot in the rotation until a 
week into the season, yet has shown a poise 
and confi dence on the pitching mound 
that has not been seen since Andy Pettitte. 
However, despite the surprise emergence of 
Montgomery as a fi xture in the rotation, per-
haps nothing on the Yankee pitching staff  
has been more unexpected than Masahiro 
Tanaka’s uncharacteristic struggles. 
Th e Yankee’s ace for the previous three 
seasons has struggled mightily in 2017. 
Tanaka has been clobbered by opponents 
to the tune of a 6.55 ERA. Tanaka’s struggles 
are made even more baffl  ing by his insis-
tence that his arm is perfectly healthy. Now, 
with the Yankees seeming like legitimate 
contenders for the AL East crown, it remains 
to be seen just how much time they give 
Tanaka to turn it around. Likewise, with C.C. 
Sabathia now on the DL with a hamstring, 
Tanaka will have to turn it around if the Yan-
kees are to survive in an off ensive division.
Going forward, the Yankees are posi-
tioned well with fi rst baseman Greg Bird 
and closer Aroldis Chapman, both due to 
return from injury soon. Th e team also has 
top prospect Gleyber Torres playing third 
base at its minor league affi  liate in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. Additionally, the Yankees 
possess the prospects to make any deal they 
may need to at the trade deadline, as well as 
prospects acquired at last year’s deadline. 
Th is Yankee team seems poised to return 
to postseason play, but they have not en-
tered the playoff s with a cast of characters 
this inexperienced since their 1996 World 
Series winning team. Th e baby bombers look 
to defy the expectations baseball pundits ev-
erywhere, and take what was supposed to be 
a rebuilding season, and turn it into playoff  
glory. Whether they continue to defy expec-
tations, or come down to Earth, it will be an 
intriguing summer for the Yankees.
KEVIN MENDEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e 2017 New York Mets have been one 
of the most surprising teams in MLB thus 
far. Facing high expectations at the begin-
ning of the season, the Mets have not lived 
up to their preseason hype. Th e Amazin 
Mets stumbled out of the gate this season, 
as mounting injuries and bullpen inadequa-
cies have proven to be too much to handle. 
While the crosstown rival New York Yankees 
have been a surprising success thus far, the 
Mets have been a surprising disappoint-
ment. However, there is still plenty of time 
to right the ship, and with the number of 
names on the disabled list beginning to fall, 
the Mets’ hopes for a playoff  spot may begin 
to rise.
Th e Mets started the season 7-3, but after 
a win in a 16-inning marathon win over the 
Miami Marlins on April 13, the Mets would 
proceed to lose 11 of their next 14 games in 
April. Th e story early in the season was the 
amount of injuries stacking up, and they 
proved too costly for the Mets to overcome. 
With Asdrubal Cabrera, Yoenis Cespedes, 
Steven Matz and Noah Syndergaard on the 
DL at some point during the season, the 
team was forced to start players such as Matt 
Reynolds and T.J. Rivera in the lineup. In ad-
dition, the team rotated a plethora of pitch-
ers on and off  the mound, such as Rafael 
Montero, who threw 85 pitches in three in-
nings in his last outing, and Tommy Milone, 
who was acquired just days before his fi rst 
start. Th e injury bug has bitten the team 
badly, and the training staff  cannot seem 
to keep their players healthy. Nevertheless, 
more players are starting to come off  the DL, 
and the Mets are becoming healthy again. 
Th is ignite a midseason run reminiscent to 
last season.
Th e injury situation has not been the 
only cause for the Mets’ struggles, as the 
bullpen has proven to be their Achilles’ heel. 
Th e bullpen has squandered leads left and 
right, and has wasted fantastic outings from 
the Mets’ starting pitchers. Th is is probably 
due to the fact that the starting pitchers ex-
ited games early in the season, and the team 
played many extra-inning games early, ex-
hausting the arms of the relievers. Th e start-
ing pitchers have been getting deeper into 
games as of late, thus allowing the team to 
rely less on the bullpen. Th is allows more 
rest for the relievers, and more consistent 
outings for the members of the bullpen.
While it has been a rough season in Flush-
ing, there have been some bright spots. Mi-
chael Conforto has emerged as a legitimate 
threat in the outfi eld and at the plate, as he is 
batting .293 with 14 home runs and 36 RBIs 
in only 191 plate appearances. Also, Zach 
Wheeler has returned to form on the mound 
after a two-year recovery from Tommy John 
surgery. He has proven to be the Mets’ most 
reliable pitcher so far this season, and has 
fortifi ed his spot in the rotation. Finally, Ste-
ven Matz and Seth Lugo have returned to the 
rotation, and provided huge sparks in their 
fi rst outings of the season. Th ings can be 
looking up for the Mets, who look to make a 
midseason run.
Th e Mets have struggled all season, but 
are starting to heal and return to form. If 
they are fully healthy and at least at .500 
by Aug. 1, they can be poised for a run at 
the wild-card spot. However, their current 
home stretch against the Chicago Cubs and 
Washington Nationals can prove to be the 
turning point for the season. Should they be 








Th is season of European soc-
cer saw predictable results: league 
champions included favorites like 
Chelsea FC in the English Premier 
League, FC Bayern Munich in the 
German Bundesliga and Real Ma-
drid CF in the Spanish La Liga.
Th e UEFA Europa League fi -
nal in Stockholm on May 24 saw 
Manchester United FC defeat AFC 
Ajax, 2-0. United’s Manager Jose 
Mourinho made waves this off -
season by releasing the legendary 
Swedish striker Zlatan Ibrahimov-
ic as a free agent and bringing in 
Alvaro Morata of Real Madrid.
It is rumored, though uncon-
fi rmed, that Ibrahimovic will join 
former United teammate Bastian 
Schweinsteiger, traded to the Unit-
ed States by Mourinho in 2016, 
in Major League Soccer for next 
season.
Th e European soccer season 
ceremoniously drew to a close on 
June 3 in Wales, where Real Ma-
drid lifted the Champions League 
cup over the Italian club Juventus 
FC. Despite its squad of young 
stars like Paulo Dybala and aging 
giants like Gianluigi Buff on, con-
sidered by many to be the greatest 
goalkeeper of all-time, Juventus 
was unable to match Real Madrid’s 
four goals. Th e Italian side only 
managed to score one, an over-
head strike from Mario Mandzukic 
in the 27th minute that Business 
Insider Sports Editor Cork Gaines 
has since called “one of the most 
incredible goals you will ever see 
in Champion’s League Final.”
Th is year marks the fi rst time a 
reigning Champions League cup-
holder has successfully defended 
their title, with Real Madrid also 
lifting the trophy in 2016. Real Ma-
drid remains the winningest club 
in Champions League history, this 
year marking their twelfth victory. 
However, the club failed to secure 
a treble, having lost the Copa del 
Rey to FC Barcelona. Chelsea and 
Bayern, league champions in Eng-
land and Germany, also lost their 
respective domestic cup titles to 
Arsenal FC and Borussia Dort-
mund, respectively.
Th ough the season in Europe is 
over, stateside soccer is starting to 
heat up. Th e United States men’s 
national U-20 team made it to the 
U-20 World Cup Quarter-fi nal, fall-
ing 2-1 to Venezuela in extra time. 
Th e Venezuelan team later lost 1-0 
to England in the fi nal on June 11. 
Meanwhile, the senior United 
States men’s national squad is 
about halfway through the fi fth 
round of World Cup Qualifi ers for 
2018. Th e top three teams in the 
CONCACAF region for round fi ve 
will qualify for the World Cup.
Across the last two rounds of 
qualifi ers, the United States has 
scored the most goals in CONCA-
CAF at 30, nine ahead of second-
place Guatemala. Jozy Altidore 
and Clint Dempsey are the second 
and third individual top goalscor-
ers in the confederation, having 
scored six and fi ve goals respec-
tively. Th ree of Dempsey’s goals 
came in the form of a hat trick 
against Honduras in a 6-0 victory 
on March 24. Christian Pulisic of 
Borussia Dortmund, only 18 years 
old, has also emerged as a rising 
star in the United States senior 
squad, scoring two goals in a 2-0 
victory over Trinidad and Tobago 
on June 8.
On June 11, the United States 
drew with Mexico, nearly ensuring 
automatic qualifi cation.
Reading United AC of the 
shocked the U.S. soccer world by 
knocking out the New York Cos-
mos in the second round of the La-
mar Hunt US Open Cup on May 17. 
Th e Cosmos have been criti-
cized for failing to focus on domes-
tic competitions, playing a friendly 
match three days later with 2017 
Jameel League champions Al-Hilal 
FC in Saudi Arabia that resulted in 
a scoreless draw.
Th e New York Red Bulls and 
New York City F.C., the two MLS 
clubs in the New York market, met 
in the fourth round of the competi-
tion at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, 
New Jersey on June 14 with the 
Red Bulls coming out on top, 1-0. 
Th e Red Bulls will host the Phila-
delphia Union in the Round of 16 
on June 27.
Real Madrid is the fi rst reigning Champions League cupholder to defend its title.
WWW.SPORTBET.COM
Real defeats Juventus, defends title
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15. HAND OVER, FORMALLY
20. THINGS
22. LATISSIMUS DORSI, FOR 
SHORT
24. DIRTIER THAN DICK VAN 
DYKE IN “MARY POPPINS”




29. OVERWHELM LIKE BEES
31. MR. EUGENE KRABS, E.G.
32. FUNGAL SKIN INFECTION
33. MEDICINAL PLANTS




42. GIVE A BOOT
45. FINELYSPUN COTTON, PL.
49. OLD AGE, ARCHAIC
51. *LITTLE MERMAID’S 
ROYAL FATHER
54. BAR ORDER, WITH “THE”
56. AOL’S “____ GOT MAIL”
57. JUNE 6, 1944
58. SHAMU, E.G.
59. POLICE INFORMER
60. CORNELIUS AND FRIENDS
61. SOLEMN PROMISE












6. TITANIC’S LAST CALL?
9. *TV’S MAN NAMED BRADY
13. LYCHEE, ALT. SP.
14. ROMANIAN MONEY
15. RED CROSS SUPPLY
16. 1970S BIG DOS
17. TO DO THIS IS HUMAN?
18. RENDER HARMLESS
19. *FATHER OF GEOMETRY
21. *ED O’NEILL’S TV 
CHARACTER
23. “GAME, ____, MATCH!”
24. NOT WHAT IT SEEMS 
TO BE
25. *WHAT JANE FONDA’S 
DAD HENRY DID
28. PRESIDENTIAL “NO!”











46. TYPE OF BALLISTIC 
MISSILE, ACR.
47. *HOMER SIMPSON’S 
DUFF
48. PELLETSTUFFED 1990S 
CRAZE
50. TRIM A MOVIE
52. POSE A QUESTION
53. TALK LIKE A DRUNK
55. “____, THE BELOVED 
COUNTRY”












74. BROADWAY’S NEWS BOY
DOWN
1. C.S.A. STATE
2. MILTON BRADLEY’S “THE 
GAME OF ____”
3. SHADE OF BEIGE
4. CHOCOLATES, FOR SHORT
5. HANUKKAH MONTH
6. *MUSHER’S TRANSPORT
7. “___ THE RAMPARTS...”






LGBTQ PRIDE MONTH: A CONVERSATION WITH BROADWAY ARTISTS-
ACTIVISTS




1 p.m.-4 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
EXECUTIVE DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS VIRTUAL INFO SESSION










STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Summer 2017 Science Curriculum Intern
SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOLS
Fall 2017 CPA Fair
Friday, September 8, 12 p.m.-4 p.m., NVC Gyms
Meet 30+ CPA fi rms that are here to recruit Baruch 
students for accounting related jobs and internships.
Fall 2017 Undergraduate Career Day
Friday, September 15, 12 p.m.-4 p.m., NVC Gyms
Meet 70+ employers from all industries to recruit Baruch 
undergrads for jobs and internships.
Dining Etiquette Workshop
Thursday, October 26, 12:30 p.m.-2:15 p.m., Room 
750, Library Building
Attend this workshop to hear from an expert and learn 
tips on proper dining etiquette.
Wall Street Careers Panel
Thursday, November 9, 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m., Room 750, 
Library Building
Hear from Baruch alumni and industry professionals on 
how to prepare for a career on Wall Street.
SAVE THE DATE
Did you know that Starr Career Development Center off ers career 
development workshop over the summer including topics such 
as job search strategies, LinkedIn, networking, resume writing 
and salary negotiation? Take advantage of these opportunities to 
prepare yourself for future job and internship search. For a full list of 
workshops or to sign up, visit Starr Search under the Workshop tab.
FUN FACT
“You can achieve more than you think! Always take advantage of opportunities presented to 
you, whether you think you’re qualifi ed or not. Confi dence can come in time, but a door will 
not remain open forever! With our workshops and one-on-one resume building, SCDC can 
help you see your own potential!”
- Victoria Merlino
Peer for Career
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THE PEER TIP OF THE WEEK FROM SCDC’S PEERS FOR CAREERS PROGRAM
At Success Academy, we are 
redefi ning what is possible in 
public education. Since open-
ing our fi rst school in Harlem 
in 2006, we have swiftly grown 
to 41 high-performing schools, 
from Bed-Stuy to the Bronx, 
serving approximately 14,000 
kids. We are scaling to 100 great 
schools serving 50,000 children 
across New York City, bringing 
transformational change here 
and across the country. We be-
lieve all children, regardless 
of zip code or family income, 
deserve the life-changing op-
portunities that a world-class 
education brings. To achieve 
exceptional results for chil-
dren, we hire the best, and the 
brightest. We value excellence, 
ethics, and celebrate diversity, 
and are relentlessly committed 
to improving ourselves and our 
work to enhance the lives of our 
scholars.
We are currently seeking am-
bitious Science Curriculum In-
terns to join our Success Acad-
emy Science team this Summer 
2017! 
Th is is a paid opportunity 
available on a full-time basis 
and we are looking for candi-
dates who will be available for 
a minimum of 10 weeks. Th e 
Science Curriculum Intern will 
support our Science Team and 
assist with the creation of as-
sessments and curriculum ma-
terials for our scholars. 
Th is position is ideal for a col-
lege student or recent graduate 
with a passion for writing and a 
strong interest in Science. Expe-
rience working in education is 
not required. For more informa-
tion, visit Starr Search with ID 
105294.
KINGSBOROUGH ART MUSEUM: DIRECTIONS 2017: ANNUAL 
STUDENT ART EXHIBITION
10 a.m.-3 p.m. | Kingsborough Art Museum | Free
EXECUTIVE DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS VIRTUAL INFO SESSION
5 p.m.-6 p.m. | Free, Registration Required
VANDERBILT YMCA RECITAL
5 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | BPAC | $13
HESTER STREET FAIR’S COFFEE COLD BREW THROW DOWN*
11 a.m.-6 p.m. | Corner of Hester and Essex streets
POP @ SMITH ST.*
10 a.m.-6 p.m. | Smith Street between Union and Bergen streets
SUN
25
CSI SUMMER BLOOD DRIVE*
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. | Building 1C, Green Dolphin Lounge | Free
EXECUTIVE DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS VIRTUAL INFO SESSION
5 p.m.-6 p.m. | Free, Registration Required
